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SKETCHES OF RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. 



CHAPTER I. 



In the year 1811, 1 left the " Plough," and 
vrent to the city of New York, then fourteen 
years of age. I landed with the character 
of an honest boy, with only fifty cents in my 
pocket. A place had been provided for me 
in a store, and I was to serve my employers 
for six years, at a salary of two hundred 
dollars per annum, paying all of my own 
expenses. Fortunately, I found a quiet 
boarding house, where they had daily fami- 
ly worship. St. George's church being the 
nearest Episcopal church, I went to worship 
there. The Eector, Dr. Kewley, as the 
sequel revealed, was supposed to be no more 
nor less than a Jesuit in disguise. (See 
page 14.) The assistant minister, Mr. Brady, 
was a pretty warm-hearted man. I under- 
stood that some secret movement of his led 
to his leaving. At this time (if my memory 
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4 SKETCHES OP 

serves me,) Francis Dominick and Garrett 
H. Vanwagenen were wardens, Harry Peters, 
J. D. L. Walton, Edward Moorewood, Newell 
Bracket, Isaac Carrow and Robert Wardell, 
Vestrymen. Occasionally I went with a 
friend to prayer-meetings connected with the 
Cedar Street Presbyterian Church. Matters 
passed on thus, about two years ; sometimes 
my mind was serious, and sometimes far from 
it. I went to the theatre once, but I witness- 
ed so much profanation on the part of the 
performers, that I considered it no place for 
me, and never went thereafter. 

St. George's Church was destroyed by fire, 
and the congregation went to worship in the 
old French Church, Cedar street. Dr. Kew- 
ley went to Europe and did not return (I 
think,) until after St. George's Church was 
rebuilt. I had an older brother in New York, 
(Knowles Taylor, who was a devoted Chris- 
tian,) and through his influence under the 
operation of the Holy Spirit, I was aroused 
to the consideration of eternal things, and 
began to inquire "what I must do to be 
saved." One night as I was rolling upon my 
bed with a heart full of rebellion against 
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RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. 5 

<}od, I said to this dear brother, what right 
has God to take one and leave another ? "I 
will have mercy upon whom I will have mercy, 
and I will have compassion upon whom I will 
have compassion," was the reply. I knew 
that this was the word of God, and was silent. 
I fell asleep. In the morning I awoke, and 
seemingly was in a new world ; at any rate, 
" old things had passed away, and all things 
became new." "The wind bloweth where 
it listeth, and thou hearest the sound there- 
of, but canst not tell whence it cometh and 
whither it goeth : so is every one that is born 
of the spirit." I now could sing — 

44 His loving-kindness, oh, how free ! " 

At family worship the same evening, I was 
called upon to pray. I commenced with the 
" Lord's Prayer," — " opened my mouth 
wide," and according to God's promise, it 
was " filled." I did not know at this time 
of any prayer-meeting connected with the 
" Episcopal Church, except at St. Stephen's, 
(then under the charge of the Rev. Richard 
Channing Moore,) which was a considerable 
distance from my residence. I have reason 



Digitized by 



Google 



6 SKETCHES OF 

to believe that at this period of time there 
were but two decidedly evangelical " Epis- 
copal Churches " in the city of New York* 
Wishing to be with kindred spirits, I went 
with my Christian friends to the prayer meet- 
ing connected with the Presbyterian Church 
in Cedar Street. Finding these meetings 
strengthening and refreshing, I was led to 
make an effort to establish a prayer meeting 
connected with St. George's Church. Of 
course I could receive no encouragement 
from Dr. Kewley ; ("Jesuits" do not like 
prayer-meetings.) However, my trust was 
in God. I found two young men, then con- 
nected with Trinity Church. Two or three 
claim the promise ,and we commenced apray- 
er meeting in the fourth story of a store in 
Broadway. The minister of Trinity, finding 
that some of his communicants were pray- 
ing without their books, told them it was 
wrong and wrote some prayers for them. 
These written prayers did not satisfy. I do 
not wish to be understood as objecting to a 
form of prayer, even in a prayer meeting. 
Our collects are good. Our Church neither 
prescribes nor forbids either mode of wor- 
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RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. 7 

ship, and I do not wish to abridge the lati- 
tude thus allowed. I believe that the church 
and the word of God fully authorize pray- 
er meetings ; and I do rejoice and praise 
God that so many of our Bishops, Presbyters, 
Deacons and Laity, now approve of them. 
Article 19 declares "the visible church of 
Christ is a congregation of faithful men." 
(I suppose faithful women are included.) 
Article 6, of the Sufficiency of the Holy 
Scriptures for salvation, may be referred to. 
I conclude therefore, that to be faithful, the 
covenant entered into with God and the 
church must be inviolate. Hence all have 
a work to do. Faith in Christ calls for 
action, as evidence of its existence. " Show 
me thy faith without thy works, and I will 
show thee my faith by my works." Christ 
says, "If ye love me, keep my command- 
ments." We find, Heb. X. 25, "Not forsak- 
ing the assembling of ourselves togeth- 
er, as the manner of some is ; but exhorting 
one another : and so much the more as we 
see the day approaching." It would seem 
from this, that we must meet together, also 
are directed to " exhort one another," else- 
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8 SKETCHES OF 

where, to "search the Scriptures," and "pray 
for one another;" add a little singing and 
the result is a prayer meeting. If any liv- 
ing man can bring an argument from the 
word of God, or any "canon law" against 
such meetings, I should like to see them. 

I do not wish to set myself up as a teach- 
er of theology, (being a layman,) but when 
it is "thus saith the Lord" I say Amen, 
and cannot admit that any injury can arise 
from obeying God. During my first Chris- 
tian experience, I had to live on " the sin- 
cere milk of the word;" as soon as I was 
able to bear " strong meat," I settled down 
upon what I consider a safe platform, viz. : 
That I must take God's word and His Spirit 
for my guide, and as I owed every tiling to 
God's grace I must give up my whole pow- 
ers to God's service. 

The prayer meeting was removed to a 
school-room — the attendance increased, and 
some began to inquire, "what must I do to 
be saved ! " I had occasion to be absent from 
the city a few weeks ; new influences were 
set to work, and on my return I went to the 
meeting and found that the whole evening 
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RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. 9 

service of our church had been introduced. 
A brother was called upon to close with 
prayer. I expressed my dissatisfaction with 
the arrangements that had been made, that 
they could go on, but that I must withdraw 
and take another track, considering that 
such services were more appropriate for 
public worship in the church, than for a 
prayer meeting. 
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CHAPTER II. 

I now with much pleasure refer to a moth- 
er in Israel, Mrs. Hannah C. Mudge, who 
was associated with Mrs. Isabella Graham, 
Mrs. Bethune, Mrs. Caldwell, and other 
devoted sisters in the Lord connected with 
societies for the relief of the poor. Mrs. M. 
being one of the visiting committee, took 
me with her into the abodes of poverty and 
distress, among the sick at the Hospital and 
Alms House, conversing and praying with 
them, and administering to their spiritual 
and temporal wants. This blessed school of 
experience had a salutary influence upon 
my future course. When the subject of a 
profession of religion presented itself to my 
mind, it was several months before I could 
see my way clear to obey the command of 
Christ, " do this in remembrance of me." I 
felt so unworthy, and fearful that I might not 
hold out. My mind was also perplexed with 
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RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. 11 

some disputed theological points. I search- 
ed the Scriptures and prayed earnestly for 
the enlightening influences of the Holy 
Spirit, still, darkness surrounded many of 
those points. I finally came to the conclu- 
sion that there was sufficient plainly reveal- 
ed in the word of God for my salvation, and 
that I would receive those portions "hard 
to be understood," on faith. However, dur- 
ing all this time, I was taking much pleas- 
ure in religious services and praying with 
and exhorting sinners to flee to Christ. I 
also staid in church and witnessed the ad- 
ministration of the "Lord's Supper " several 
times. At this period I became acquainted 
with a young lady, (Miss Rhoda Ward,) a 
devoted Christian connected with the Cedar 
street church. She entered deeply into my 
feelings, counseled, encouraged and prayed 
for me. She would repeat passages of Scrip- 
ture, with flowing tears, suited to my case. 
Finally, faith triumphed, and I felt assured 
that God who commenced the work would 
carry it on until perfected in Christ. The 
memorable day that I formed a closer 
union with the people of God at His table, 
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can never be forgotten. Although feeling 
deeply my unworthiness, and in tears most of 
the day, it did seem to me that I had " Gos- 
pel measure, pressed down, shaken together 
and running over." 

Hail, my ever-blessed Jesus, 
Only thee I wish to sing, 
To my soul thy name is precious, 
Thou my Prophet, Priest and King. 
Oh ! what mercy flows from heaven, 
Oh ! what joy and happiness ; 
Love I much ! Fve much forgiven ; 
I'm a miracle of grace. 

Village Hymns, 380. 

This was my song. It is probable that 
some may delay a public profession of relig- 
ion too long, but it is more probable that 
multitudes do it without mature reflection. 
The church wants active members ; we have 
too much of what may be called "passive 
religion," also "sacramental religion." 
Nothing short of "Christ dwelling in us 
richly, the hope of glory," will stand ; His 
blood, and His righteousness must be our 
only plea. 

Occasionally I attended Rev. Mr. Hen- 
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RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. 13 

shaw's evening lecture at St. Ann's, Brook- 
lyn ; on several occasions he called upon me 
to close with prayer. When Mr. Henshaw 
paid his summer visit to the East, I was 
called upon to take charge of the prayer 
meeting held at the house of Mrs. Sands. 
At this time we had to cross the East river 
in a " row boat." 

In February, 1816, the "New York Sun- 
day School Union" was formed. I called 
upon the Rector, Dr. Kewley, and asked 
him if we had not better have a Sunday 
School. His reply was, " I shall have noth- 
ing to do with it; you can do as you please." 
This was encouraging. If we cannot get 
the co-operation of the minister, and lay- 
men are willing to work, it is well for them 
to "go forward." I noticed in the list of 
managers the name of a merchant, Mr. 
George P. Shipman, who attended St. 
George's, and although a stranger to me, I 
called to see him. He at once entered into 
my feelings. Two more were found, Robert 
C. Barfe and Frederick W. Porter. A meet- 
ing was appointed to make arrangements. 
It was proposed that we should commence 
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right ; our meeting was opened with prayer. 
Although I was the youngest, I had to take 
the office of superintendent. At this first 
meeting it was decided to hold a weekly 
prayer meeting in connection with the Sun- 
day School. A room in Gold street was 
obtained, the neighborhood visited, and a 
Sunday School commenced the next Sunday 
morning. More teachers were obtained, and 
in a few weeks we had sixty poor children 
around the chancel, near the Rector who 
would have "nothing to do with it." 

Soon after this, said Rector resigned ; re- 
port says, that the next Sunday after he left 
he went to "mass" at the Roman Catholic 
dhurch in Barclay street. Subsequently 
he sailed for Europe and became "Father 
Kewley." 

Extract from the Memoir of Dr. Milnor, 
by John S. Stone, D. D. (Page 316.) "In 
the course of our conversation, a curious fact 
was developed in relation to Dr. Kewley, my 
predecessor in St. George's. Mr. Mayer said, 
that he had seen him in Italy and was well 
acquainted with him. He passes there by 
the name of "Father Kewley;" but Mr. 
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RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. 15 

Mayer says he knows his true name to be 
Lawson, and that he has a brother of the 
latter name now living in Liverpool, with 
whom he is also acquainted. He has no 
doubt that Dr. Kewley was a Jesuit during 
the whole time of his residence in America." 
At our next prayer meeting it was pro- 
posed that we should pray earnestly to God, 
that he would send us a faithful pastor. I 
well remember what one of the brethren 
said ; "pray in faith, and God will hear our 
prayers." I would here remark by way of 
encouragement, that I have been connected 
four times with churches, which for a time 
were without pastors ; and when this occur- 
red the children of God prayed for a faithful 
shepherd, and in every instance their prayers 
were answered. "Ask, and ye shall receive." 
We needed a more commodious place for our 
prayer meetings. My employers had a ware- 
house, the third story of which had a spring 
floor, prepared in former years for dancing. 
This room was furnished by one of the breth- 
ren and we removed to it. The number in- 
creased. A brother of Bishop Eastbum 
attended at this time ; he was a lovely Chris- 
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tian, but his labors on earth were cut short, 
and he was taken to his rest. One day, as 
I was storing goods in the lower part of this 
building, a worldly acquaintance of mine 
(J. H. H.) came along. After some con- 
versation I asked him to go up stairs. "Ah " 
said he " what do you do here !" I replied, 
that a party was held every Friday evening, 
and should be pleased to have him attend. 
Being curious to know who attended, the 
answer was, no one that will hurt you. He 
came to the next meeting dressed off for a 
party, and he found sprayer meeting party. 
At the close he said, " you have caught me 
with guile ;" but that he had been much 
edified, and requested permission to come 
again. He was regular in his attendance 
thereafter, and it was the means, under the 
sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit, of 
his conversion. This brother in Christ is' 
now a Missionary in Greece. Our prayers 
were heard, and the Rev. James Milnor was 
called as our Pastor. We lifted up our 
hearts to God with praise and thanksgiving. 
We now had a good shepherd to lead and feed 
his flock. He attended the prayer meeting, 
and gave us encouragement in our Sunday 
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RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. 17 

Schools. Pastor and people now worked 
together, (as they always should,) and the 
Lord blessed our labors. The General Con- 
vention was held in the city, and on Friday 
evening our beloved pastor introduced to 
the meeting four clergymen, (one of them 
the present Bishop Mead,) and Mr. Van 
Wagenen, one of the wardens of our church. 
I need not say that we had an interesting 
time. John, the Welchman, who took care 
of the room, attended the meetings and pro- 
fessedly became pious. One Sunday morn- 
ing he was absent from the Sunday School. 
At noon I inquired the reason ; the reply 
was, " God put me into the gutter: you 
know I got a new suit yesterday ; I put 
them on — felt very proud ; on my way to 
school, a hog ran against me and threw me 
into the gutter." (A very good application.) 
The first prayer meeting dwindled away, and 
the brethren who were so tenacious about 
"forms," left Trinity and united with St. 
George's. They got into a new atmosphere, 
and said no more about "forms" of prayer 
in a prayer meeting. Dec. 1, 1816, was 
communion season, and there were many 

new members added to the church. 
2 
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CHAPTER in. 

Some of the ladies of our church, desir- 
ing to unite their efforts in the work of Sun- 
day Schools, commenced a school (No. 6,)* 
in a school-room in John street, April, 1816. 
At their first meeting there were eight. On 
inquiry, but two of this number professed 
to be followers of Christ. One remarked, 
that without God's blessing and assistance, 
all their efforts would fail, and proposed that 
they should commence their important work 
with prayer. 

Mrs. Charles Bostwick was chosen Super- 
intendent and Miss E. Oram, Secretary. 
Mrs. Bostwick continued but a short time, 
circumstances inducing her to move into the 

* This number and others which will hereafter occur, 
designate not the Schools belonging exclusively to St. 
George's Church, but those belonging to, or connect- 
ed with " The New York Sunday School Union ;" a 
union comprising schools of various denominations, 
and numbered according to the dates of their first 
organization. 
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RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. 19 

country. Miss Emma Beers was elected 
superintendent to fill the vacancy. The 
neighborhood was visited, the teachers met 
weekly for prayer, and to report their pro- 
ceedings. This school increased in num- 
bers and interest, and they were under the 
necessity of moving to the church. Now, 
let it be remembered, that two Sunday 
Schools and two weekly prayer meetings 
were established when we had a "Rector" 
who would have "nothing to dp with it." 
When Dr. Milnor came he found a few pray- 
ing and working brethren and sisters. My 
time having been taken up night and day, 
(say about six hours for sleep,) it wore upon 
my constitution. I made it a rule to be 
faithful to my employers, (who were very 
kind to me,) and I did not wish to neglect 
my Christian duties and privileges. I was 
taken sick at the place where we had our 
prayer meetings, (we had a sleeping room 
there ;) but even here, there was work to do ; 
inquiring souls called for counsel and prayer. 
My good friend Mrs. Mudge called to see me 
and insisted upon my removal to her house. 
My dear Pastor was very attentive, also my 
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brethren and sisters. One day, Mr. F. y 
who attended the prayer meetings, called 
and desired some conversation on the sub- 
ject of making a public profession of relig- 
ion. I found that (although a merchant 
well versed in commercial affairs,) he was 
deficient in spiritual things. In regard to 
the " new birth" he was in the same condi- 
tion as Nicodemus. I urged him to repent 
of his sins, and flee to Christ: that the 
"Lord's table" was for the Lord's people. 
This same friend called again in a few days 
and was under deep concern for his soul. 
Ho was urged again to faith in Christ as his 
only refuge, and advised to engage in the 
Sunday School. Subsequently he found 
hope in Christ, also his wife and his sister-in- 
law, and all united with the church. He 
proved a useful Christian. I visited him a 
few weeks before his death. " Ah," said he, 
"brother T., you have always lived upon the 
honey, while I, until lately, have only lived 
outside of the hive ; but thanks to God, all 
is now clear and I soon shall rest with my 
Saviour." As soon as I was able to sit up, 
my dear Pastor came in one morning and 
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handed me a roll of papers, saying : " There, 
brother T., is an account of God's dealings 
with me, when I was called to consider eter- 
nal things ; as you are able, you can read. 
No one, (save those who enjoyed it,) can 
tell the feelings that existed between the 
pastor and his Christian flock, at this early 
stage of his ministry with us. As soon as 
I was able, I paid a visit to my parents. 
After family worship, I asked a younger 
brother if he knew that he was a great sin- 
ner. The reply was, " I do not know that I 
am a greater sinner than others." The sub- 
ject was pressed ; he wept, and i" wept 
Repentance and faith in Christ was urged 
and encouragement given to seek the great 
salvation without delay. Some weeks after, 
I received a letter from him, giving an 
account of the exercises of his mind. He 
stated that before he slept that night, he 
went upon his knees and cryed to God for 
mercy. Whoever knew, or has read the 
Memoir of James Brainerd Taylor, must 
acknowledge that he was a converted and 
useful man. He professed his faith in 
<3hrist at the age of fifteen years, and it was 
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my blessed privilege to sit down at the 
table of the Lord with him and commem- 
orate the love of our crucified Saviour. 

Although circumstances led him to join 
the Presbyterian church, yet some time 
afterwards he received the rite of confirma- 
tion in St. George's church. About this 
time the Rev. Messrs. Mills and Burgess 
were staying at the house of Mrs. M. ; (her 
house was always a home for the ministers 
of Christ.) These brethren intended going 
to Africa, to seek out a home for the poor 
colored race. I heard much of their con- 
versation. My subsequent course will show 
that I had a work to do in this matter. In 
February, I was able to resume my labors in 
the Sunday-School, and, I trust, with a 
thankful heart to God for his dealings with 
me. Hitherto our prayer meetings had 
been confined to males. We came to the 
conclusion that it was " not good for man 
to be alone," and we commenced prayer 
meetings at private houses on Sunday even- 
ings. Our pastor attended these meetings 
whenever he could. It is not a general 
custom among Episcopalians to relate their 
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Christian experience in prayer meetings, 
(especially ministers,) but at one of these 
meetings our pastor gave his. We had no 
difficulty in obtaining places to hold our 
meetings, even in some of the great houses 
of that day. Occasionally they were held 
at the house of Anson G. Phelps. Often 
two large rooms were filled. These meet- 
ings were blessed. The congregation had an 
opportunity of becoming better acquainted 
with each other, and it resulted in bringing 
out more laborers in the cause of Christ. 
If such meetings were held in every con- 
gregation, they would, no doubt, receive 
God's blessing. In many congregations, 
the worshipers, comparatively, are stran- 
gers to each other; were they better ac- 
quainted, we have reason to believe that 
more good would be accomplished. Our 
Sunday-School increased, and we had to pro- 
cure a larger room. We moved to such a 
room in Cherry street, not far from the old 
sink of iniquity, Banker street and Neilson 
alley, ( then, as bad as the Five Points. ) 
We found in our visits loathsome scenes to 
encounter, but (as brother Warner used to 
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say,) "the love of Jesus will wade through 
anything." Our " motto " was "go for- 
ward." I remember that I was once at- 
tacked with a wooden pail ; (no bones bro- 
ken,) however, " a soft answer turneth away 
wrath," and the woman finally gave me her 
children. The inconvenience^ of the church 
for the female Sunday-School was such, that 
the ladies, teachers of said school, earnestly 
pressed upon our pastor to solicit the war- 
dens and vestrymen to erect a lecture-room. 
The application was successful. The sum- 
mer of 1817 was occupied by the vestry of 
St. George's in erecting the Sunday-School 
and lecture rooms, which long stood on the 
rear of the church grounds ; rooms conse- 
crated by better forms than those of man's 
device — the over-shadowing presence and 
-\V0y/ the making power of God's ever-gracious 
' spirit — rooms in which some of Mr. Milnor's 
best labors were performed, and many of 
his best fruits gathered. n * 

The building in which these rooms were 
contained being finished and ready for use, 
was first opened for religious services on the 
evening of Sunday, November 9, 1817. 
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At the hour for service, the vestry of the par- 
ish, accompanied by the officers of the "New 
York Sunday School Union Society," the 
superintendents, teachers and children of 
the parochial schools, and a number of re- 
spectable visitors, proceeded to the upper 
room, where, after appropriate prayers, a 
short address was delivered by the Rector, 
and a suitable hymn sung by the children. 
In due order, they then proceeded to the 
adjoining church, where a large congrega- 
tion were awaiting them, and where, after 
prayers by the Rector and a psalm by the 
congregation, a hymn was sung responsively 
by the children and teachers. The Rector 
then delivered an interesting address ; and 
the whole service closed with a third hymn, 
sung responsively by the congregation and 
the children, and with the customary bene- 
diction. 

The occasion was one of abiding interest. 
It was an evidence to Mr. Milnor of his first 
year's prosperity in his work ; and it opened 
means by which, for nearly thirty years 
longer, his labors were rendered increasing- 
ly effective and fruitful. Many plants of his 
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heavenly Father's planting are now grow- 
ing in heaven, whose roots first struck into 
the good soil of graciously prepared hearts 
in old St. George's Sunday-School and lec- 
ture-room." — (Memoir of the Rev. Dr. Mil- 
nor, by John S. Stone, D. D.) The female 
school removed to the upper room. It was 
deemed best to remove the boys' school to 
the lower room. Messrs. Mills and Burgess 
had left on their way to Africa. I remem- 
bered their conversation: "Ethiopia shall 
soon stretch out her hands unto the Lord." 
As there was little doing for our colored 
population, I concluded to take the five 
colored men we then had in our school and 
commence a school for "colored men." 
During the week, I looked up some teach- 
ers, and the following Sunday I commenced. 
Extract from the book of record. Sunday- 
School No. 34, attached to St. George's 
church, for the instruction of colored men, 
" Nov. 16, 1817. Admitted, nine teachers 
and twenty-two scholars. Present, twenty- 
six scholars between the ages of 16 and 50 
years. Almost all were unable to spell." I 
think I had reason to praise the Lord and 
take courage. 
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Our Friday evening prayer meeting was 
removed to the lecture room, and the time 
of meeting changed to Tuesday evening. 
We were often encouraged by our pastor. 
He sometimes used an expression in his ex- 
hortations at our meetings, (I never heard 
him use it elsewhere,) "There! you have 
got the bottom of my heart." It was, 
indeed, a full heart. The superintendents 
and teachers held a weekly Bible class for 
instruction in the Sunday-School lessons. 
The rule adopted, when the superintendent 
examined the school publicly on Sundays, 
was, that if the scholars could not answer 
the questions, the teachers were expected to 
do it. Feeling a greater necessity for Divine 
strength in our great work, a prayer meet- 
ing was held for half an hour at the school 
rooms, on Sunday mornings at half past 
eight o'clock, before teaching. We found 
that this meeting had a tendency to induce 
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more punctuality on the part of teachers 
and scholars. On communion Sundays, the 
whole morning session was spent in religious 
exercises. It was seldom that any commun- 
ion season passed without more or less unit- 
ing with the church for the first time. The 
lambs of the flock require care, strength, 
and sympathy. All our Sunday-Schools 
had two sessions, from half past eight to ten, 
A. M., and from one to half-past two, P. M. 
(Hot dinners on Sunday were not quite so 
fashionable in those days as they are now.) 
We now enter upon the year 1818. Sun- 
day School 34, (now two months old,) num- 
bered seventy-four colored men, nine teach- 
ers, five assistant teachers. Our work 
increased in interest ; we were visited by 
Christians from different sections of the 
Union. It was deemed best to establish a 
Sunday-School for white adults. This called 
for more teachers. Two or three left No. 
10, and a call was made upon some of the 
brethren connected with Dr. Romeyn's 
church, (Presbyterian.) Mr. Lemuel Brew- 
ster was one. A very kind Christian feel- 
ing existed between the congregation of St. 
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George's and the Cedar street church and 
Dr. Spring's church. I would here state, 
that our schools were connected with the 
" New York Sunday- School Union" After 
the formation of the " Episcopal Sunday- 
School Union," a committee called upon us 
to dissolve our connection and join the 
"Episcopal Sunday-School Union." The 
reply was, "we embarked on board of the 
' Union Shipf and unless she is ship-wrecked 
we shall continue to sail under her flag." 
If my memory serves me, the " high-church- 
men" were opposed to Sunday-Schools at 
first, but subsequently found it necessary to 
establish them in self-defense. It is well 
known that Bishop Hobart published his 
" Views " against the American Bible Socie- 
ty, on the morning of the day said Bible 
society was formed. I have ever considered 
that the spirit of the religion of Jesus Christ 
calls for Christian union in all efforts calcu- 
lated to promote the glory of God in the 
salvation of sinners. This union and com- 
munion does not interfere with any denom- 
inational preferences. This spirit of union 
was prominent in the heart of our beloved 
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pastor. Circumstances required a removal 
of our school. The Society of Friends 
granted to us the free use of their large 
rooms in Rose street. The Friends took a 
deep interest in our school. "Friend" Samuel 
Wood often called with his pockets full of 
books. I may be excused, if I now give an 
extract from the " record," by J. B. T., 
(who at this time was assistant superintend- 
ent.) "The Rev. Mr. Milnor visited the 
school this afternoon with several gentle- 
men; distributed Bibles, Testaments and 
Hymn books, as rewards for committing 
Scripture to memory. Mr. Milnor then de- 
livered an affecting address. that minis- 
ters would follow his example ! Surely, our 
hearts ought to rejoice that he takes such 
an interest in Sunday-Schools. The Lord 
grant that his exhortation may be sanctified 
to the salvation of many souls ! May this 
be owr joy to see as the result of this day, 
many coming to the Lord, and owning him 
as their Saviour from sin and death, both 
teachers and scholars ! Prosper us, Lord, 
and make us flourish in this, our undertak- 
ing ; but if we no not have the joy of see- 
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ing much fruit result from our labors, may 
this stimulate us, that some may be seen and 
felt by generations after us, while we are 
sleeping in the dust. James B. Taylor." 

The above humble prayer was answered. 
Mr. Milnor, in one of his addresses to our 
school, introduced the subject of slavery. 
He said, " that it was generally known that 
he was educated among the ' Friends,' that 
the subject of slavery had occupied much 
of his time, that it was the most difficult 
subject he had ever undertaken to solve, and 
that he had come to the following conclu- 
sion : that God, in his all-wise providence, 
had permitted the poor African to be stolen 
from his home and brought to this country 
to be civilized, educated, and Christianized, 
and eventually they were to return, to im- 
part the religion of Jesus Christ to benighted 
Africa." My subsequent experience has led 
me to the same conclusion. Some of our 
scholars went with the first 'colony' which 
sailed for Africa. The improvement in 
some was rapid. Nicholas Cisco, when he 
entered the school, did not know the alpha- 
bet; within six months he could read his 
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Bible. Nicholas became pious, continued a 
member of this school about thirty years, 
and died rejoicing in the Lord. "When the 
hymn, 

" Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me, 
I once was lost, but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see," 

was sung, he would nod his head at the 
end of each verse, and say " that's it, that's 
it." Aaron Wood recited in two lessons 
the whole of the book of Romans. (I think 
it would require a strong memory even in 
a white man to do this.) Thirty teachers 
had been admitted; twenty-seven of this 
number were without hope in Christ when 
they entered the school ; twenty-two of the 
twenty-seven had professed their faith in 
Christ, and united with the church. One, 
J. B. T., left to study for the ministry, and 
a number of the scholars had accepted the 
" great salvation." — Praise the Lord. I will 
here remark that it has always been my 
practice to induce others beside professors 
of religion, to engage as teachers in Sunday- 
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schools, believing that in the use of means, 
blessings follow The majority of such 
teachers found that in trying to teach others 
they themselves were taught of God, and 
the result was, their union with Christ. 
Extract from the u record," April 11, 1819: 

"The exercises this morning were very 
solemn and deeply interesting, (communion 
to-day in St. George's church,) many of the 
teachers and scholars were bathed in tears, 
and much affected. Samuel B. Ferguson, 
William White, and Pitch W. Taylor, teach- 
ers, and Nicholas Cisco, Joseph Stirl, Solo- 
mon White, and David Johnson, scholars, 
publicly professed their faith in Christ this 
day and united themselves to the people of 
God. Most of the scholars attended St. 
George's this morning." 

No. 10, (the first school commenced for 
white boys,) increased in interest. The 
teachers were faithful, and God blessed 
their work. Sixteen teachers had professed 
their faith in Christ, and united with the 
church. The female school (No. 6,) was 
very flourishing, and a great work was doing 
by our sisters in Christ. A number of teach- 
3 
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ers had been converted and united with the 
church. The white adult school was doing 
good. I would here remark that our pastor 
said little in regard to the " rite of confirma- 
tion," or uniting with the church, until the 
soul was convertedby the Holy Spirit y believ- 
ing that after the sinner surrenders all to 
Christ, he is willing and anxious to obey the 
Saviour's command, "do this in remem- 
brance of me." He never considered the 
" rite of confirmation a sine qua non; " but he 
did consider that every candidate for that 
" rite " should have the same " new birth " as 
was requisite for a right reception of the 
"Lord's supper." Martin Luther, in his 
commentary on the 23d and 24th verses of 
the third chapter of Genesis, says, " Hence, 
4 the tree of death ' in paradise represents the 
law, and ' the tree of life/ the ' gospel of 
Christ.' And to neither of these trees can 
any approach, who have not faith in Christ. 
For they are prevented by the sword of the 
angels on guard, who can not endure hypo- 
crisy or poisonous self-righteousness. But 
whoso acknowledges his sin, and believes in 
Christ, to him the gate of paradise stands 
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open, because he brings with him not his 
own righteousness, but the righteousness of 
Christ; which righteousness the gospel there- 
fore preaches unto all men, in order that we 
all might rest upon it and be saved." The 
remembrance of the Lord's doings in our 
Sunday-schools, and the contemplation of 
the happy reunion that awaits pastor, super- 
intendents, teachers and scholars, when the 
promise is fulfilled, " and they shall be mine, 
saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I 
make up my jewels," now fill my soul with 
joy, praise and peace. All the glory belongs 
to God's free grace in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

"Living to Christ. 
" I live to die, I die to live, 

And live, no more to die again, 
In death I shall a life receive, 

In worlds remote from death and pain. 
" This life I owe to Him who died, 

And rose, and reigns in yonder skies ; 
I triumph through the crucified, 

And dead with Christ, with Christ shall rise. 
" His wond'rous death my life insures, 

His wond'rous rising death destroys ; 
While Jesus lives my life endures, 

That life the measure of my joys." 
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" Then let me live, and let me die, 
To Him who lived and died for me ; 

That I may rise with Him on high, 
To life and immortality." 

" Teaching and admonishing one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord." Col. iii. 16. 

"We now had four Sunday-schools, sixty 
Sunday-school laborers, and 474 scholars. 

January 1, 1820. 
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Before proceeding further with the Sun- 
day-schools, I will state some incidents that 
occurred. The neighborhood of St. George's 
was districted off, and visitors appointed to 
ascertain if there was any destitution of the 
Bible in the families. In my district I found 
& skeptic ; he was very abusive and uncivil. 
I endeavored to avoid any controversy, but 
he poured out his wrath to such an extent 
that I felt it to be my duty to deal out a 
lew of the anathemas of God against such 
•characters. I concluded that he would 
never speak to me again. However, a few 
months after this I went into a barber's 
shop and found this same man being shaved ; 
his first salutation was, "good morning Mr. 
T., can you tell me whose daughter Cain 
married?" I replied, " Old Nod's." "O," 
said he, " I guess that we shall get along 
well enough." This was all, and we parted. 
Ever after when we met, he was very civil. 
I went to Lancaster, Pa., on business for 
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one of my employers. On Sunday, there 
being no service in English, and never 
having been inside a "Romish church," I 
concluded to visit one. The "incense" 
offered was so disagreeable that I retired 
into the " vestibule." One of the church 
members was late; he did not make very 
straight paths with his feet; making a mis- 
step, I smiled, (I should have wept;) he 
observed it, and I got my pay in earnest: 
said he, with a furious oath, "If you laugh 
here, I'll knock you off the steps." This 
was my first experience with the "beast." 
Since then I have been very careful how I 
trod on forbidden ground, and have kept 
aloof from "Babylon." I proceeded to 
Philadelphia and called upon Dr. Pillmore. 
On my entrance into the hall, he asked me 
where I had been. " Ah," said this man 
of God, (putting his arms around me,) 
"you have been so long among the heathen 
you must need a little prayer ; come in my 
child" He took me into his study, kneeled 
down and prayed most earnestly for the 
"child." It was refreshing to my soul. 
At another time, I took a trip west. 1 left 
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Albany in a " stage coach," at two A. M. 
A conversation commenced between a Unir 
versalist preacher and one of the passengers, 
and was continued until daylight. Address- 
ing myself to the preacher, " Sir, will you 
tell me upon what you base your belief ?" 
" Christ died for all, that's enough for me." 
I requested him to quote the remainder of 
the verse. He said, " that is all." I dis- 
sented; he became excited. If my memory 
serves me it reads thus: " And he died for 
all that they which live should not hence- 
forth live unto themselves, but unto him 
who died for them and rose again." He 
replied, u It is no such thing." I had my 
chart with me. I read the verse, and then 
the whole chapter. One of the passengers, 
(who was by no means sober,) looked up 
to this preacher and said, " Sar, if— if— you 
can't quote Scripture better than that you 
had better be silent." (A pretty good re- 
proof from a poor inebriate.) I told this 
"preacher" that on his principle of action, 
it would be made out that there is no God. 
" The fool hath said in his heart, there is 
no God;" leave out "the fool hath said," 
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and there is no God. Scripture must be 
taken in its connection. His mouth was 
closed, and at the stopping place he left. 
If objectors and the skeptic can not be 
silenced by the word of God, I have, as a 
general thing, found controversy of little 
avail. 

I have already stated, (in connection 
with the prayer meetings,) that we came to 
the conclusion that it was "not good for 
man to be alone." Subsequently, I applied 
this personally. God, in cmswer to prayer, 
gave me a kindred spirit, and I was married 
May 14, 1818, to Miss "Rhoda Ward." I 
had sought a child of God as my compan- 
ion, because I believed it wrong to be "un- 
equally yoked together with unbelievers ;" 
(see 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15.) I took part of a 
house. A family altar was erected. There 
are three things which every Christian 
should hold sacred, the study of the Scrip- 
tures, private devotion and family worship. 
Neglect these, and all other religious services 
fail of their intended effect. Alas! how 
many of the professed followers of Christ 
neglect these important commands of Christ 
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Such as can not find time to attend to these 
important privileges, had better consider 
well, whether by neglecting them they do 
not falsify their oath of allegiance to the 
Saviour. 

To return to church matters. The female 
teachers established a prayer meeting with 
the scholars at the " lecture-room." These 
services proved very beneficial; fourteen 
female teachers and eight of their scholars 
professed their faith in Christ, and joined 
the church at one time. Mrs. Maynard and 
Miss Margaret Dominick opened a Sunday- 
school for colored women; colored girls 
were also admitted; some of the female 
teachers in this school, (Misses Baxter,) 
often went before school hours on Sunday, 
took the children out of bed, washed and 
dressed them and then led them to school. 
These sisters were what we called "back- 
bone teachers" However, there were very 
few drones connected with our Sunday- 
schools. 

Mrs. W., a very intelligent lady, attended 
our prayer meetings ; her mind became in- 
terested, and she was led to cry out, "What 
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must I do to be saved ? " Her feelings were 
intense. She was conversed with, and prayer 
was offered in her behalf. Days and nights 
passed on ; no hope, but despairing. The 
great enemy tempted her to quarrel with the 
" doctrine of election." After prayer meet- 
ing one evening, she went home in great 
distress of mind. At midnight I was called 
up by her husband, (who was not a pious 
man.) "Oh, Mr. T., Mr. T., my wife is in 
such an awful state of mind, I fear she will 
make way with herself; she has already tried 
to jump into the well ; do go and see her as 
quick as possible." I went ; I found agony 
and despair raging. The poor soul at once 
entered upon said " doctrine." I told her 
she had nothing to do with it; that her 
duty now was to get rid of her wicked heart, 
and submit to Christ; that she was blaming 
God instead of yielding to his command, 
" Give me thine heart." I endeavored to 
impress upon her mind that her "sinful 
will 99 and wicked heart were the only obsta- 
cles in the way of comfort to her soul, and 
peace in Jesus Christ. Prayer was offered, 
and I left. The next morning she called at 
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my house rejoicing in the Saviour. This 
lady subsequently united with St. George's 
church, (although formerly an attendant at 
the Presbyterian church.) She proved a 
lovely and working Christian. One evening 
she spoke at the prayer meeting, closing 
with, 

" If such the sweetness of the streams, 

What must the fountain be, 
Where saints and angels draw their bliss, 

Immediately from thee." 

If St. Paul had been present I do not 
think he would have reproved this dear sis- 
ter. " Out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh." In view of the nu- 
merous " revivals " of religion taking place, 
(for which let us praise the Lord,) and the 
great danger, particularly at such times, of 
the great enemy of God and man lulling 
"convicted sinners" into a false hope, I 
would state that my experience has led me 
to the conclusion, that in the majority of 
cases, the "convicted sinner" at first, in- 
stead ol "seeking the Lord," tries, Cain-/iAtf, 
to get away from God's spirit. Under such 
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circumstances, the promises of God do no 
good ; the precious promises belong to the 
" broken spirit, a broken and contrite heart." 
I will state one case by way of illustration. 
One day I met my pastor. He asked me if 
I had seen Mr. M. I said no. "Well," 
said this dear pastor, "he is under deep 
convictions, has left his business, and shut 
himself up in his room; do go and see him, 
and give him all the comfort you can." I 
called. He came from his room, and sure 
enough he was a picture of distress. I re- 
quested him to go with me to my house. 
I then asked him what was the matter. 
" Oh, I am in such distress about my soul's 
salvation. that I could feel differently," 
etc. From what he said I deemed it expe- 
dient to read to him the 341st of the "Vil- 
lage Hymns," under the heading " Sinner's 
Complaint." He burst into tears and said, 
"Oh, that's it; I feel just so." I then re- 
quested him to give strict attention to 
" God's answer," Village Hymns, 342. A 
pause. I said, " Friend M.,you do not wish 
to be saved ; your great effort has been to 
hush 'the thunders of Sinai,' and get rid 
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of your feelings. Your heart is full of re- 
bellion against God. Another pause. With 
great emotion he said, "Mr. T., you are the 
first one that has told me my true situation. 
What shall I do? Oh, what shall I do?" 
I replied that there was only one thing to 
be done. You must get rid of that rebellious 
heart, and submit immediately to Christ. 
You now resist the Holy Spirit which is 
striving with you, and your doom may be 
sealed. I offered prayer, and he left. Two 
days after this, as I was passing through 
Fulton street, I saw Mr. M. coming. When 
he discovered me he started upon the run 
to meet me. He clasped me in his arms 
and burst into a flood of tears. As soon as 
he could speak, he exclaimed, " brother 
T., I must tell you what God has done for 
my soul." 

44 Oh wondrous change ! but just before, 

Despair beset me round ; 
I heard the lion's horrid roar, 

And trembled at the sound. 
" But Jesus pitied my distress; 

He heard my feeble cry, 
Reveal' d his blood and righteousness, 

And brought salvation nigh." — Newton. 
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At the next communion season he united 
with the church ; was a lovely and useful 
Christian for years ; was taken sick, wished 
the "communion;" several brethren went 
with our pastor ; we had a precious season. 
In a few days this loved brother " died in 
the Lord." 

I will state one circumstance in connec- 
tion with this brother. Being full of love 
to God, and love for perishing sinners, he 
was frequently much aroused. After prayer 
meeting one evening, sister D., a pious 
maiden lady, requested me to call and see 
her during the week. I did so, and as usual, 
met a hearty reception. "Well," said she, 
"I wish to talk with you about brother M. 
When he speaks and prays in our meeting 
he is so much excited that it takes away all 
my comfort. I do think that he should not 
take part in our meetings." Do you believe 
him to be a Christian ? " Oh yes, a lovely 
Christian." I told this sister that if she 
wished it 1 would tell brother M. what she 
said. " Oh no, I wish it to come from you." 
I replied, I dare not take the responsibility. 
He came into the "kingdom" under full 
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sail; stop him now, and it might give a 
death-blow to his usefulness. He will settle 
down bye and bye. "Well, brother T., I 
do not know but that you are right ; I wish 
you to say nothing about it." If "young 
converts" make a few mistakes at first, let it 
go. They are only "babes in Christ." 
They should never be discouraged, but on 
the contrary, should be encouraged to ac- 
tion ; " showing their faith by their works." 
But to return to my pastor. I saw him 
the next day after brother M. found peace 
in Jesus. His first inquiry was, " Have you 
seen Mr. M.?" Yes sir. "How did you 
find him ? " With aheart full of " rebellion " 
against God. " 0, that is too severe, brother 
T." I then gave him the history of the in- 
terview, and added, he is now rejoicing in 
Christ. This led to a long conversation 
in regard to the treatment of persons under 
conviction. A few Sundays after, when 
preaching with great earnestness, his voice 
"thundered" out, "Sinners, your hearts 
are full of rebellion against God." 
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I now recur to Sunday-school No. 34. 
There were a number of assistant teachers 
in this school. I met them once a week 
for prayefr and religious instruction. God 
blessed these meetings. Two of this num- 
ber, Edward C. Calkins and Fitch W. Tay- 
lor, subsequently left to study for the minis- 
try. 

Extract from the record: "Visited by 
Dr. Milnor and Mr. Cutler, now Dr. Cutler 
of St. Ann's, Brooklyn. Mr. Cutler address- 
ed the school, was much affected, said it 
was the most interesting school he had ever 
visited. This young man is a candidate for 
the ministry ; the Lord grant that he may 
live, and prove a faithful herald of the gos- 
pel." 

"Visited by Major Ridge, an Indian 
chief of the Cherokee nation. He was much 
gratified, and said, "All good, all pretty." 
We had a letter from one of the scholars 
who went to Africa. Lieut. Shields, who 
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went out with the first * colony ' paid us a 
visit, and related some interesting facts." 

A Sunday-school for "colored boys" was 
commenced by Edward C. Priest. This 
drew off some of the boys from the " Friends' " 
school. They were remonstrated with for 
leaving. The boys answered, "Down in 
that school they sing." St. George's church 
formed an " Education Society, to assist pious 
young men studying for the ministry." " A 
monthly concert of prayer for missions," 
was established. An invitation was given 
to the "Broadway churches" to unite with 
us, but not responded to. After our first 
meeting, one of the brethren called upon a 
family in Broadway who attended Grace 
church. He was asked, " What kind of a 
thing did you have at St. George's church 
lecture-room last night?" Alas! is there 
not at this enlightened day, among Episco- 
palians, (and even with those ministers who 
are foremost in advocating the missionary 
cause,) ignorance and indifference about 
that good " kind of a thing" — "a monthly 
concert of prayer." If the church expects 
her missions to prosper in the conversion of 
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sinners, her members must meet and offer 
united prayer for a blessing upon their mis- 
sionaries. It is not enough (as some say,) 
to pray in general, on Sundays, for "Bish- 
ops " and other " Clergy," and for " all sorts 
and conditions of men." Every minister 
should meet his people once a month, give 
missionary intelligence, and have united and 
special prayer offered to God for the Holy 
Spirit to be poured out upon our missions. 
In this connection, I refer to what Bishop 
Boone said at a "farewell missionary meet- 
ing," held in "Old St. George's church:" 
" Brethren, we want two things — we want 
your prayers, and we want your money; 
but if you will give but one, keep your 
money, and give us your prayers." 

The superintendents and teachers of our 
several schools were very faithful in visiting 
the parents and children. Nothing is lost 
by teachers becoming acquainted with the 
parents. Any superintendent or teacher 
who considers his duty performed by simply 
going to the Sunday-school on Sunday, 
comes far short of his duty and denies him- 
self a blessed privilege. Parents wish to see 
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and know who have the care of their chil- 
dren. In one of my visits I found an Eng- 
lish family, who had recently arrived from 
England. When I went in, the father, 
mother, and four children were seated at an 
old table, upon which stood a wooden bowl 
filled with bean soup. Each took the spoon 
and helped themselves. Personal conversa- 
tion and prayer followed. They were in- 
vited to attend church and the Sunday- 
school. The father, mother, and two chil- 
dren were subsequently brought to the 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, and 
united with St. George's church. This fam- 
ily was industrious, were encouraged, and 
are now in comfortable circumstances. It 
was seldom that any stranger went to St. 
George's without being found out very soon, 
and the name and residence given to our 
pastor. Thus the pastor and laity were 
always working together. During an inter- 
view one evening with Dr. Milnor, he said: 
"Brother T., there is one thing I do not 
understand ; you are calling upon me from 
time to time with persons who are indulging 
a hope in Christ, to converse with me about 
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joining the communion, and this is the first 
knowledge I have that these parties are in- 
terested for the salvation of their souls. I 
wish an explanation." I replied, that I 
spent much time in visiting these persons, 
impressing upon them the importance of 
accepting the " great salvation." I suppose 
that being better acquainted, they use more 
freedom with me. Were you to adopt the 
plan of visiting from house to house, hold 
personal conversation on the subject of re- 
ligion, and pray with your charge, you 
would no doubt have many calls. The Dr. 
at this time was much engaged in public re- 
ligious societies, and had not yet arrived at 
the important point of what we called " close 
quarter work " in religious effort. Ministers 
and laity should engage in personal effort 
for the salvation of sinners, if they wish to 
fulfill their mission, and have their own souls 
well watered with that " water which springs 
up unto everlasting life." Questions — Can 
the "word of truth" be rightly divided? 
Can we "approve ourselves unto God as 
workmen that need not be ashamed," unless 
we pursue this course, and give the " letter" 
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and "spirit" of the "gospel "to each and to 
all? It is seldom that we ever hear of a 
" revival " of religion in any church where the 
minister is not faithful in his pastoral rela- 
tion, and where the laity are not holding up 
his hands by their prayers. What should 
we think of a physician who should send a 
dose of " pills " to one house, a dose of " cal- 
omel" to another, and "homoeopathy" to 
another, without calling to see the patients, 
and feel the pulse ? 

At the weekly meeting for studying the 
Scripture lessons taught in our schools, if 
any matter of difficulty had occurred the 
preceding week, it was here amicably set- 
tled. Our rule was, that love and union 
must flow continually. The interesting 
prayer-meetings held at this time, at private 
houses on Sunday evenings, were so fully 
attended (sometimes two large rooms, hall 
and stairs crowded,) it was deemed best to 
remove to the lecture room. The number 
increased until the room was filled. The 
spiritual interest increased. The common 
inquiry at the religious boarding-houses in 
those days, with ministers and laity from 
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the country, and who were staying in the 
city over Sunday, was, "Where shall we go 
to night to find the most interesting meet- 
ing?" And the answer generally received 
was, " Go down to St. George's church lec- 
ture room." Our prayer-meetings were not 
stereotyped. If any Christian brother came 
in, and had a word for Christ, there was 
perfect freedom. Brother Horace Holden 
and others connected with the Presbyterian 
churches often attended. Christians in 
" old St. George's" were not trained to work 
in a "strait-jacket." (Locke says, "We 
have few well-shaped that are strait-laced.") 
Dr. Milnor was not the man to "lord it over 
God's heritage," but rejoiced in witnessing 
the united labors of the brethren and sisters. 
He considered that those who had been 
" made free by the blood of Christ," should 
have perfect freedom. 

I think that if some of our present minis- 
ters who profess to be very evangelical, would 
encourage the laity to work with them in 
spiritual things, they would see greater 
fruits, and soon learn that the Christian laity 
can do some things as well as themselves* 
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I would not wish to tread on forbidden 
ground lest I should hit some of my personal 
friends, who are no doubt standing in their 
own light, and are hindering the cause of 
Christ. I say this in Christian love, and may 
it be taken in the same spirit. If there ever 
was a time when the whole church of Christ, 
ministers and laity, should come up "to the 
help of the Lord against the mighty ," that 
time is now. God's spirit, (blessed be his 
name,) is now being poured out upon our 
land, and upon foreign lands, and I do hope 
and pray that the Holy Ghost will move 
every "ploughman" and every "reaper" to 
work while the day lasts. Blessed duty — 
blessed privilege, to be instrumental in " win- 
ning souls to Christ." " Curse ye Meroz," 
saith the angel of the Lord, " curse ye bit- 
terly the inhabitants thereof, because they 
came not to the help of the Lord, to the help 
of the Lord against the mighty." 

My readers by this time may have been 
led to inquire, " How did these brethren and 
sisters find so much spare time for their 
labors of love, especially when the majority 
of them had to work for their " daily bread ? " 
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This was my case. Well, they considered 
the old saying, " The early birds always get 
the best cherries." They followed a blessed 
example, — "arose before it was day for 
prayer. 

Many fires were made, stores swept, snow 
cleared off the walks, breakfast eaten and 
dishes washed before sun-rise. We had 
boys and girls in those days. They had em- 
braced the religion of Jesus Christ ; they kept 
clear of the theatre, balls and worldly parties, 
&c. Hence their necessary sleep was not in- 
terfered with; they had their evenings to 
work in the cause they loved so much ; but 
"Not unto us, Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name be all the praise." 

"Put on the whole armor op God." — Eph. vi 11. 

" The Christian warrior, see him stand " 

In the whole armor of his God ; 
The spirit's sword is in his hand, 

His feet are with the gospel shod. 

" Undaunted to the field he goes ; 

Yet vain are skill and valor there, 
Unless to foil his legion foes, 

He seeks for grace in faithful prayer. 
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" With this, omnipotent he moves; 

From this the alien armies flee ; 
Till more than conqueror he proves, 

Through Christ who gives him victory. 

" Thus strong in his Redeemer's strength, 
Sin, death and hell he tramples down ; 

Fights the good fight, and wins at length, 
A glorious and immortal crown." 
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The time had come when it was evident 
that the Holy Spirit was working with great- 
er power in the hearts of our people. Num- 
bers began to inquire, "what must I do to 
be saved?" Our pastor was requested to 
appoint a meeting for these "inquirers." 
For various reasons he declined. At the 
prayer meeting on Sunday evening, notice 
was given to those who wished to be con- 
versed with on the subject of religion, to 
meet at my house on Tuesday evening. 
One of the brethren called upon me on Mon- 
day and stated that Dr. Milnor was dissatis- 
fied with this movement. We called upon 
the Dr. He said that he did not think the 
time had come for such meetings in the 
Episcopal church, and that difficulties might 
grow out of it. I replied, that we were 
sorry to disagree with him; that we had 
been blamed, (not exactly unchurched,) for 
holding prayer meetings. We were not re- 
sponsible to mortal man, but we should be 
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held personally answerable at the day of 
judgment. As for myself, I felt that if God 
gave me grace and strength, no power on 
earth would stop me ; that poor sinners were 
crying for mercy and must be attended to ; 
and that we should expect him to attend the 
meeting without fail. The Dr. came and 
found a room well filled. We had a solemn 
prayer meeting. The Dr. was requested to 
appoint another meeting. He replied, "I 
am under the necessity of leaving the city 
for Albany on Monday, on matters connected 
with the ' deaf and dumb institution ;' you 
can do as you please." Due notice was 
given. On Friday evening a stranger came 
with the Dr. to the lecture. He gave us a 
good sermon. At the close of the exercises 
the Dr. introduced to the brethren the Rev. 
Richard D. Hall, who he stated would preach 
for him, and labor with us during his ab- 
sence ; that brother Hall was accustomed to 
be in "revivals of religion." We felt en- 
couraged. Mr. Hall attended all the meet- 
ings, and labored faithfully in the blessed 
work going forward. But the time came 
when he must leave, having been appointed 
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traveling agent for the American Bible So- 
ciety. The last meeting which he attended 
was one of thrilling interest. Several had 
obtained a hope in Christ. While singing 
the "parting hymn," 

" Farewell dear friends, I must be gone, 
I have no home or stay with you, 

Fll take my staff and travel on, 
'Till I a better world do view." 

** Chorus." " Til march to Canaan's land, 
Fll land on Canaan's shore, 
Where pleasures never end, 

Where troubles come no more. 
Farewell, farewell, farewell, 
My loving friends, farewell 1" 

" Farewell my brethren in the Lord, 
To you Tm bound in cords of love, 

Yet we believe his gracious word, 
That soon we all shall meet above." 
" Chorus." 

A lady present screamed aloud three 
times. This produced considerable sensa- 
tion, particularly with her mother, who 
sprang from her seat and went to her 
daughter. Brother Hall said, " Sit still my 
friends, you need not be alarmed. I have 
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seen such things before. The Holy Spirit 
may be doing a great work. He kept on 
singing, tears rolling down his cheeks ; all 
were in tears. In conversation with this 
lady after the exercises closed, she said, 
"This morning I was strongly impressed 
that I must attend the prayer meeting this 
evening. My sins were brought vividly be- 
fore my mind. I felt that I must sink into 
hell unless God had mercy upon my soul. 
During the singing of " that hymn " the love 
of Jesus was poured into my soul. ! how 
happy I am." 

44 Awake my soul to joyful lays, 
And sing the great Redeemer's praise, 

He justly claims a song from me, 
His loying kindness, how free." 

This is a favorite hymn with true " con- 
verts." This lady united with the church, 
proved a devoted Christian, married a prom- 
inent merchant of the city, and died tri- 
umphing in the Lord. She composed a 
hymn to be sung at her funeral, and her 
kind husband, Augustus Averill, sent me a 
copy. Alas! how many, even ministers, are 
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not only opposed to sudden " conversions," 
but do not believe in them. Query, have 
such ever experienced the "new birth" 
themselves ? 

I would here state that some of the breth- 
ren met daily for prayer, for the direction 
of the Holy Spirit to guide and direct them. 
One day Mr. H. asked me where we should 
go. The place was named. " 0," said he, 
" they will not receive us there." I replied 
that God would go before us, and that his 
faith must not waver. We found two 
worldly young ladies. While in conversa- 
tion with the mother, they both burst into 
tears, crying out, "0,1 am a great sinner." 
They were conversed with; prayer was 
offered. They came to the next " inquiring 
meeting," had obtained a hope in Christ, 
and could now sing, " His loving kindness, 
O how free." Dr. Milnor returned. Brother 
Hall had left a letter for him. He also re- 
ceived a letter from Rev. Mr. Henshaw, of 
Baltimore. After reading the letter to us, 
the Dr. said, "Now brethren, where is the 
list of names of those you wish visited ? I 
will call upon them immediately. When is 
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the next " inquiring meeting ? " I gave him 
the list, and the information. (Did not my 
heart leap for joy.) The Dr. took for his 
text on the next Friday evening, " Brethren, 
my heart's desire and prayer to God for 
Israel is, that they might be saved." He 
was much affected, and preached with power. 
At the next meeting for "personal conver- 
sation," after singing and prayer by the Dr., 
(in which he thanked (rod that these meet- 
ings had been established,) he said, " Brother 
H., you converse with those on that side of 
the room. Brother T., you converse with 
those on this side. I will converse with the 
others." When I had finished I observed 
that the Dr. had taken his seat back, and 
was overwhelmed and bathed in tears. I 
went to him. " brother T., talk with the 
rest; my feelings are such I can not do it." 
It was indeed a solemn and interesting 
scene. Our meetings were continued. On 
" Easter Sunday," a large number made a 
public profession of their faith in Christ. 
Subsequently to this, Dr. Milnor held "in- 
quiring meetings" whenever circumstances 
required it. 
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I would here remark that during an in- 
creased attention to religion, I have found 
"inquiring meetings" beneficial. One of 
the most solemn duties a Christian minister 
or a Christian layman can engage in is con- 
versing with impenitent sinners under con- 
viction for sin. I have also found in my 
experience a meeting for " young converts " 
beneficial. They require much instruction 
and encouragement. It has been my prac- 
tice when a person professed to have found 
" hope in Christ/' to refer them to the fif- 
teenth chapter of St. John, twelfth chapter 
of Romans, third chapter of Colossians, and 
twelfth chapter of Hebrews, that they might 
examine their hopes by the word of God. 
I urged them also, to pray earnestly that 
they might not take up with a "false hope" 
A hope that will not bear the test of God's 
word is not worth having. A soul truly 
converted to God loves divine truth, and 
searching the Scriptures diligently, make 
the hopes of such brighter and stronger. 
" The law of the Lord is perfect, converting 
the soul : the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple : the statutes of the 
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Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the 
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlight- 
ening the eyes." Psalm xix., 7, 8. 

At this period of time we had what we 
called a "fellowship meeting/' composed 
chiefly of professors of religion. Mr. 0., a 
gentleman from Sheffield, England, was at 
my house. I invited him to attend. The 
meeting had been closed twice ; the last time 
by a beloved sister, (who was a subject of 
divine grace during the " revival " in St. 
George's,) after which Mr. C. arose and 
with deep feeling said, " I should do great 
injustice to my conscience if I did not tell 
you what the Lord has done for my soul 
this evening. I have been convinced of sin, 
righteousness and judgment; the Holy Spirit 
has taken of the things of Jesus and showed 
them to my soul. I am happy in Christ ; 
let us pray" His prayer breathed forth the 
spirit and fervor of a "young convert." 
This gentleman was intelligent, united with 
St. George's church, took an active part in 
our prayer meeting, subsequently returned 
to England, and became a "local preacher." 
He now resides in New York, and still re- 
5 
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joices in " redeeming love." What say ye, 
ye opposers of sudden conversion ? 

Note. The sister who closed this memorable meet- 
ing the " second time," returned to her home, (Middle 
Haddam,) where she, with a beloved cousin who loved 
the same Saviour, visited all the sisters in Christ A 
female "Union prayer meeting" was established; a 
" revival of religion " followed, and a large number of 
souls were " converted," and united with the churches 
connected with the different Christian denominations. 
The names of these two lovely young Christians were 
Maria P. Taylor and Mary Ann Ufford. They both 
fell asleep in Jesus, and now "rest from their labors." 
Sister Eliza Gillett attended the "fellowship meet- 
ings." Where is she? A devoted missionary in 
China, the wife of Dr. Bridgeman. It was always ex- 
pected in old St George's, that when a person, (male or 
female,) was " converted," and made a public profes- 
sion of religion, they would " deny themselves, take 
up the cross," and be "a co-worker with God," in the 
salvation of sinners. I will here add, that in my Chris- 
tian labors I have received more essential aid from 
" sisters " in the Lord, than I ever did from my breth- 
ren in Christ It grieves me when I hear ministers 
and laity find fault with, or throw obstacles in the way 
of devoted Christian women. The whole church of 
Christ, (and the females compose the larger part,) are 
required to " come up to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty." Whatever doubts may exist in regard 
to the " old adage " of their power " to keep a secret," 
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My health and strength failing me, at the 
-earnest solicitation of my friends I gave up 
the charge of the Sunday-school to my good 
brother Joseph Pettit, who at this time was 
assistant superintendent. With much care 
I was able to attend church and occasionally 
the prayer meetings. At the " anniversa- 
ry ," May, 1823, our school marched down 
" Broadway," to the residence of Divie Be- 
thune, Esq., when Mrs. Bethune presented 
to us a silk banner with the following " in- 
scription:" "The truth shall make you 
free ;" " Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her 

one thing is certain, they have the secret of winning 
souls to Christ Dr. Milnor once made the remark 
in our prayer meeting, "I believe that the Sunday- 
schools and the prayer meetings have done more for 
the conversion of sinners than all my preaching." I 
replied that I did not consider the remark strictly 
correct The preaching of the gospel is the appointed 
means for the conversion of sinners; that while he 
was faithfully preaching the gospel, his brethren and 
sisters were upholding his hands, and praying for the 
Holy Spirit to apply the " truth" to the hearts of sin- 
ners, and they were thus brought to the knowledge 
of the "truth as it is in Jesus Christ" Preaching 
and praying go hand in hand. Amen. 
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hands unto God." My friend (see chap. 5,) 
happened to be in Broadway at this time ; he 
went home and said to brother W., "I saw 
T. in his right place to-day." "Where?" 
"At the head 6f a drove of negroes going 
down Broadway." (Perhaps he had in his 
mind "Old Nod's daughter.") My health 
was no better ; I had a bad cough ; it was 
deemed best that I should go south and 
spend the winter. I consulted my employ- 
ers, (Messrs. Benjamin W. Rogers & Co. ;) 
they advised my going, and said that they 
would pay my expenses. I trust that I was 
thankful for their kindness. An agreement 
was made between several of the brethren 
and sisters and myself, that we would pray 
for each other daily, between twelve and 
one o'clock. In October, 1823, I parted 
with my family and Christian friends, and 

embarked on board of the ship , 

Capt. Crane, for Charleston, S. C. On the 
second day out, I obtained permission from 
the captain to hold religious services in the 
cabin every evening. There were several 
missionaries on board, going south to preach 
the gospel. 
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When off "Cape Hatteras," we had a 
severe storm. There was a good old lady 
among the passengers. She came out of 
her "state room" much frightened, and 
trying out for the captain. I told her that 
the safety of the ship, under God, required 
the captain on deck. She requested me to 
put a " settee " up to the windward side for 
lier. I did so, and tried to calm her fears. 
Suddenly a sea struck the ship ; away went 
the settee, old lady and all, (including the 
xsabin furniture,) down to the leeward. It 
was a stormy time, but strange as it may 
appear, I could not give any aid. I put on 
my "box-coat," went on deck and stood by 
the captain amidst a violent storm of wind 
and rain, accompanied with severe thunder 
and lightning, the most splendid sight I had 
■ever seen. Towards morning the storm 
abated ; matters were righted in the cabin, 
and no bones broken. One night word was 
sent to the cabin that a sailor was very sick 
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with bilious colic, and unless he soon found 
relief, he must die. I asked the steward if 
he had a lancet? "Yes." Laudanum? 
"Yes." Castor-oil? "Yes." He went 
with me into the "forecastle." The poor 
sailor was in great agony ; it took two of his 
"shipmates" to hold him. I gave him 
eighty drops of laudanum and bled him; he* 
was soon relieved; bathed his feet in hot 
water ; gave a dose of oil, and put him into 
his "bunk." The next day he came on 
deck and inquired for the doctor. He ex- 
pressed his gratitude with a sailor's full 1 
heart. I found that the captain was a good 
singer, and although I could not prevail on 
him to attend the religious exercises in the' 
cabin, he would go into the "longboat" and 
sing hymns with me. On the sixth or sev- 
enth day out, one of the missionaries said to 
me, " the captain has given out word that he* 
will not have any more praying on board his 
ship." During the day, after a good sing- 
ing in the "longboat," I said to the captain, 
I have heard some news to-day. " What ? " 
That you would not have any more praying 
on board. " Then let them fellows mind 
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their own business and let me alone. Cap- 
tain, you know that it takes all kinds to 
make a world. " Yes." Well, these young 
missionaries have not seen much of the 
world, and do not understand men and 
things as they will after more experience. 
A pause. "Mr. T., you can continue the 
religious exercises, but keep them .... fel- 
lows away from me." (I had not found any 
difficulty in conversing with the captain on 
the subject of religion.) Did theological 
students give more time during their prepa- 
ration for the ministry to personal effort for 
the salvation of sinners, they would find less 
difficulty subsequently, in approaching dif- 
ferent minds among the masses. "Dr. 
Spencer's Pastoral Sketches," and "James 
Brainerd Taylor's Memoir," are instructive. 
On the eleventh day we arrived safe at 
Charleston. The voyage had a very saluta- 
ry effect on my health ; my Cough had left 
me and I felt quite strong. I trust that I 
was thankful to God for His protection, and 
for His blessings. I found kind Christian 
friends at Charleston, attended several 
meetings with them, and when I left they 
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gave me letters of introduction to their 
friends residing on the road to Augusta, Geo. 
On crossing the ferry, several miles from 
Charleston, a rough-looking man (with an 
"Indian pony,") came up to me saying, 
" Stranger, that's a fine horse ; do he belong 
to you?" I paid for him, said I, and 
conclude I have the best right to him. (I 
brought a horse and sulky with me from 
New York.) "Whar you going?" Not 
liking his looks, I hesitated; he repeated 
the question, and I told him. "Spose you 
never been thar, and don't know the way — 
wall, I am going to that place ; if you won't 
lap it too fast, I'll show you the road." After 
traveling a few miles the rough man said, 
"You have got the very devil there," (refer- 
ring to my horse, with which he had hard 
work to keep up with.) I replied that 
some people said the devil was black ; if that 
was so, my horse only resembled him in 
color. Further on we came to two roads. 
"Stranger, this road is very sandy; we'll 
take that; it's sorter rooty; keep a good 
look out." I soon had an explanation of 
"sorter rooty." The road was well sup- 
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plied with small stumps; it required not 
only a " good lookout," but skillful reining. 
About noon, I inquired if there was any 
stopping place for refreshments. "You'll 
find none until night; if you travel in this 
country you must take some bread and 
bacon when you start in the morning." (I 
found this information of use thereafter.) 
We soon came to a spring ; I was ordered 
to halt ; he opened his saddle-bags, took out 
some " bread and bacon," and divided with 
me. He then took out a bottle of brandy 
and urged me to drink with him, but I de- 
clined. I was much annoyed with his swear- 
ing. I repeated to him the "third com- 
mandment." He finally admitted that it 
was wrong to swear. During the afternoon 
he broke out into a rage, and said, " thar's a 
fellow down thar I'm going to shoot." He 
pulled a pistol out of his pocket. " Thar, 
if any man insults me I poke that into him." 
I asked him how he thought he would feel 
after shooting a man. " I might feel bad, but 
.... I'll shoot him. At sundown we parted. 
I delivered a letter on my arrival, and met 
a hearty welcome. During the evening, I 
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related the incidents of the day. My host* 
ess remarked, "the man is a low slave- 
driver on a plantation below, and would 
have made nothing of shooting you." Tho 
next day I arrived at Walterborough, (I 
think that was the name of the place,) 
where I intended spending the Sabbath. I 
was kindly received. Soon after a gentle- 
man called; (he had been advised of my 
coming by a friend in Charleston ;) he wished 
to know if I would preach at the " court 
house," on Sunday. I told him that I was 
not a minister. He expressed much regret, 
and said that he was an Episcopalian, and 
had not heard a minister of his denomina- 
tion for years; adding, "I am sadly disap- 
pointed." I told him that I was sorry that 
he had been misinformed, but if he would 
give notice, I would read service and a ser- 
mon. This relieved his mind somewhat. 
I had my prayer-book and a sermon with 
me. There was a good attendance, and 
good attention. At the close, a judge came 
forward ; said he had been much gratified, 
and requested the loan of the sermon to 
read; (the subject was on repentance, by 
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Dr. Skinner, of New York.) I gave it to 
him with a request that after he had read 
it, he would lend it to his neighbors. We 
held a prayer meeting in the evening. Mon- 
day morning I left, and during the forenoon 
came up with a negro boy. " Good morning, 
massah ; I very tired ; got to go twelve mile ; 
please let me ride." I wished to aid tho 
little fellow, but there was no room in my 
sulky. I told him he might mount the 
horse. He rode a few miles. " Massah, too 
hard, I get off." I then told him if he could 
curl himself under my feet, to get in. No 
sooner said than done. Soon we came to a 
large swamp. I held up, having found that 
I had taken a wrong road. I had fears 
about entering the "ford." My boy said. 
"No fear, massah; I know dat ford; I take 
you through." We took some bacon and 
bread, and then entered the swamp, deeper 
and deeper, until the water run over the 
back of my horse. "Don't be afraid, mas- 
sah," cried the pilot, "this be deepest spot." 
We got through safe. It was providential 
that I fell in with the boy. A few miles 
brought us to two roads. " Get out here ; 
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I take dis rode, you take dat; tank you, 
massah, good bye." I soon came to a log- 
house, and ascertained that it was twenty 
miles to the plantation where I expected to 
stop. Night came on. When I had trav- 
eled the supposed distance I heard " halloo- 
ing " in the woods. I answered; was re- 
sponded to, and soon came up with a young 
man who was the son of the lady who owned 
the plantation. On my arrival I delivered 
my letter of introduction, and received a 
hearty welcome. After a short time the 
"young master" asked me to take some 
whiskey. I declined. Said he, " We had 
some ministers stop here last night." I 
hope they did you good. " I do not believe 
in ministers, sir, nor in the Bible." I re- 
plied that I was very sorry. I noticed that 
he confined himself to quotations from the 
Old Testament. I asked him if he objected 
to the New Testament. He said, "I be- 
lieve that." I then proposed that we should 
confine ourselves to the New Testament. 
" Agreed," said he, but he broke out, say- 
ing, " Mr. T., some nights we have fiddling 
and dancing, and raise the very devil. I 
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would like to have you here." I replied 
that I was no friend to such things, nor to 
the devil, and I would not like to be present. 
I quoted some plain passages of Scripture 
suited to his case. " Come, come" said he, 
''you're a little too hard upon me." I re- 
plied that I was conforming to the agree- 
ment. He waxed warm, took another drink, 
and this increased the excitement. (Poor 
mother, a pious lady, sat by, weeping.) O 
how I pitied her. He finally said, "If it 
had not been for that damned bottle, I should 
have been a Christian long ago." I advised 
him to break the bottle, and never drink any 
more. rum, rum, thou destroyer of soul 
and body. Alas ! how many there are, (even 
professors of religion,) in this enlightened 
day who are willing to be the deviVs agent, 
and sell liquor. I was requested to have 
family worship; the poor "young master" 
was earnestly prayed for. I was urged by 
the kind lady to spend a few days with her, 
but my arrangements were such I could not 
conveniently do so. I left at five A. M., 
drove twenty-five miles to breakfast, and 
arrived at Augusta, Geo., at dusk. Took 
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tea with Mr. Timothy Edwards; went with 
him to a "religious conference meeting;" 
found a band of beloved brethren and sis- 
ters, who welcomed me with full Christian 
hearts; spent a few days with them, and 
then left for the " upper country." I was 
absent several weeks. On my return to 
Augusta, I found a letter from a young lady 
residing at Charleston, stating that her 
cousin, (the "young master" before refer- 
red to,) had been under deep " convictions" 
since my interview with him, and request- 
ing me to write to him. I complied with 
her request. 

Intending to spend some time at Augusta, 
and wishing to be useful in promoting the 
cause of Christ, I called on the Rev. Mr. 
Smith, the Episcopal minister, to whom I 
had a letter of introduction from Dr. Milnor. 
He was a useful man and faithful in his 
pastoral relation. I visited the sick with 
him. As he had no prayer meetings, I 
attended the prayer meetings connected 
with the Presbyterian church. The minis- 
ter was not very active. In conversation 
with him one day, the subject of personal 
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effort came up. He said he visited his peo- 
ple as much as the ministers did in New 
York. What kind of visits do you make ? 
"I call, ask them how they do, etc., and 
then leave." I asked him if that was what 
he considered pastoral visiting? "Yes." 
"Then you had better stay at home." 
" What do you mean?" I replied, immor- 
tal souls require more than that ; you should 
converse personally with the individual 
members of the family on the subject of 
religion, and pray with them. At the " con- 
ference meeting," this minister said, "There 
are four ministers in Augusta; if one of 
those ministers preaches the gospel as with 
4 the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven,' 
if one of those ministers offers ' the prayer 
of faith,' I wish to know why we do not have 
a 'revival' of religion?" Several church 
members discussed the matter. I took occa- 
sion to say a few words, to wit : " Our Rev. 
brother has thrown out an interrogation. 
I suppose that the same was intended for 
me. I would simply say that I had heard 
such inquiries made before. Something 
more is necessary; the church, the minister 
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taking the lead, must show God that they 
have faith by their works; 'faith without 
works is dead, being alone ;' 'but be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, de- 
ceiving your ownselves. For if any be a 
hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is 
like unto a man beholding his natural face 
in a glass.' Now if the Rev. brother and 
the brethren and sisters will engage in 'per- 
sonal effort* for the salvation of souls, I 
have no doubt that a 'revival' will follow, 
especially if he will continue to preach and 
pray, as he has said he does." Some of the 
brethren commenced visiting from house to 
house. It was my privilege to go with one 
of them. The attendance at the prayer 
meeting increased. Some began to inquire 
"what they must do to be saved." Of this 
number was the wife of the Presbyterian 
minister. At a subsequent "conference 
meeting," he stated that some of his church 
members were in the habit of going to 
"balls" and "dancing parties." He had 
remonstrated with them, but they consid- 
ered that they had a right to go. "I wish 
the subject discussed," he added. (Two of 
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the dancing members were present, one a 
lady, the other a lawyer, and both from the 
land of " steady habits.") This important 
subject was pretty thoroughly discussed; 
the lawyer said, " he did not think it wrong, 
but if it gave offense to the church he would 
not go any more." I took the liberty of 
saying that I was glad that brother G. had 
got one eye open, and would not go any 
more if it " offended the brethren." I hoped 
that divine light would soon open the other 
eye and show him the sin of pursuing the 
course he had. A schoolmaster present 
said, " If it is wrong for professors of religion 
to dance, is it right for them to send their 
children to dancing schools?" He called 
for the reading of the twenty-first chapter 
of Job. Dancing professors would do well 
to consult the word of God. Query, should 
every minister visit his church members and 
converse with them personally, how many 
dancers would he find; how many who 
attend the theatre and the opera? There 
was considerable commotion in town the 
next day. I met the lawyer ; he said, "Mr. 
T., I am afraid that you will get into trou- 

6 
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ble ; the southern people are not accustomed 
to such plain talk. Why there is Mrs. A., 
(she was one of the dancers,) quite sick 
after she went home from the meeting last 
evening; this morning she vomited very 
hard and was very sick. I replied that I 
hoped she " vomited " up her dancing spirit, 
and that I was very sorry to find him siding 
with the enemy. He admitted that what I 
said was according to God's word. I told 
him that I was ready to be offered up, if de- 
claring the truths of God led to it, but that 
so long as I keep within Scripture rule, I 
had no fears. When I left Augusta, this 
same lawyer took me by the hand and shed 
many tears. 

The Rev. Mr. 0. arrived from New York. 
I was introduced to him. After some con- 
versation about things in New York, I said, 
Brother C, what did you come out here 
for? "As a missionary to preach the gos- 
pel." Where? "Over the river at Ham- 
burgh." Is that all? "Yes." Well, then 
you had better go home again. "What 
do you mean?" I mean that the first 
thing you do should be to go and visit every 
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family and talk and pray with them. Why 
they will turn me out of their houses." I'll 
pay the doctor's bill if you get any bones 
broken. " I have to lecture on Wednesday 
•evening." I'll be answerable for that. I 
promised to pray for him and he left. The 
following Monday he called at niy room, 
took me by the hand, and burst into tears. 
"0, brother T., I can never thank you 
sufficiently for the advice you gave mo 
last week/' Did you visit the families? 
"Yes, I commenced immediately after I left 
you." Did you talk and pray with them? 
" I did." Any bones broken ? " No, I was 
treated kindly and urged to come again." 
How did you get along with the evening 
lecture? "I could have preached for 
hours." All right; let us now kneel 
down and render thanks to God for the 
strength and grace given you. This young 
man's labors were blessed. 
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One Sunday I went with brother Edwards 
to the church where the "slaves" woiv 
shiped. Several were baptized in the Sa- 
vannah river. The colored minister (when 
in the water,) remarked, that "some per- 
sons objected to going into the water; too 
cold. I come into the water because my 
Saviour command me; bye and bye come 
shad time; no cold, no cold then." He 
further said, " Some people will not believe 
in Jesus Christ, because He no come jus so. 
Me tink Gen. Washington be coming to 
Augusta; people make great ado; expect 
he come one road ; he take nother road ; he 
get to Augusta ; he be Gen. Washington." 
The congregation marched back to the 
church, singing a hymn, to the tune " Old 
Hundred." We went into the church with 
them. Several of the colored brethren ex- 
horted and prayed with full Christian hearts. 
There was a very interesting "negro" who 
sat near the desk. The presiding elder, 
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(who had a handkerchief tied around his 
head, not being very well,) looked down 
upon this negro and said, " Jack, haven't 
you a word for your master this afternoon ? " 
He rolled up his eyes, arose, sung a beauti- 
ful "stanza," and then gave a soul-stirring 
exhortation. The "Lord's Supper" was 
administered. We partook with them the 
"emblems of the broken body and shed 
blood" of our common Saviour. It was, 
indeed, a rich feast of love and "commun- 
ion of saints." I was requested to make 
some remarks. I told them that I was very 
happy to meet them under such circumstan- 
ces, and gave them an account of our colored 
Sunday-school in New York. There were 
some loud "hallelujahs" and "Amens." 
Our people at the north are very ignorant in 
reference to the Christian privileges enjoyed 
by the slaves at the south. 

Having been accustomed to spend the 
"New year's eve" with "Father Warner" 
and Christian friends connected with " Old 
St. George's" and "St. Stephen's," New 
Tork, at a " watch meeting," it was propo- 
sed to have one. The meeting was accord- 
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ingly held at the house of Mrs. Smelt, well 
attended and interesting. I could state 
much more of interest connected with my 
stay at Augusta, and the kindness with 
which I was treated, but it would consume 
too much time. Subsequently I learned that 
they had an extensive "revival of religion." 

I must here express my gratitude specially, 
far the kindness and attention I received 
from brother Timothy Edwards and his dear 
wife ; (they now sleep in Jesus.) They gave 
me a good home during my stay at Augusta. 

The day arrived for my departure. I bid 
farewell to Christian friends, and took the 
United States mail stage for the north. I 
spent the Sabbath at Fayetteville, N. C. 
Here I found the Rev. Gregory T. Bedell. 
I did indeed enjoy a Christian Sabbath with 
this man of God, Charles T. Haigh and 
Andrew Frink.* Monday morning we left. 
Among the passengers was Chief Justice 
Johnson and his daughter, from Charleston, 

*At this time the Rev. Mr. Snodgrass was the 
Presbyterian minister, who often closed his church 
Sunday afternoon and with his congregation attended' 
the Episcopal church. This union spirit was as often 
reciprocated by Rev. Mr. Bedell and his congregation. 
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S. C. After riding thirty miles, the stage 
broke down ; several hours delay; succeeded 
in procuring a large ' cotton-wagon ; ' hitched 
to and on we went, running ten to twelve 
miles the hour. At midnight we took sup- 
per. Judge J. said to me that his daughter 
was tired out ; he did not know but that he 
would have to stop, but he was very anx- 
ious to proceed on to Washington without 
any delay. I told him she would feel better 
after supper. I thought I could fix matters 
without much difficulty. I procured a ser- 
vant ; got a few bundles of " corn-blades ; " 
made a bed of them in the wagon, and 
arranged a small leather trunk for a pillow. 
Supper ended ; the horn blew ; " all ready ; " 
Miss J. took my arm ; I helped her into the 
wagon, and said, There, Miss, is a good 
bed ; you can lie down and go to sleep. I 
had an extra blanket; "tucked her up" in 
that, and she went to sleep. We made three 
or four changes of horses by the light of 
" pine knots." The last driver did not keep 
the road, being intoxicated. The passen- 
gers were alarmed ; the judge said, " What 
shall we do?" I said to him that if he 
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would stand between me and the law relar 
tive to interfering with a United States mail 
driver, I would take the reins. " Agreed," 
said he. I told them when I gave the sig- 
nal, to pull the driver over into the wagon, 
and I would seize the reins. The feat was 
done, though some struggling followed. 
One hour brought us to the breakfast-house 
in safety, after which we proceeded to Nor- 
folk, and I arrived safe at Baltimore. I had 
intended visiting Washington, but hearing 
that my wife was sick, I proceeded immedi- 
ately on to New York. I arrived in good 
health, and I trust with a thankful heart to 
God for His blessings and for His protection. 
On Sunday, February 8, 1824, 1 resumed 
the charge of Sunday-school, No. 34. Hav- 
ing to remove our school, this, with some 
other inconveniences, diminished our num- 
bers. The white " adult " school was dis- 
continued for the want of a room, and it was 
difficult to procure a suitable room for the 
colored boys. During the year, however, 
a large room was obtained, when it was 
deemed best to make a " family school," em- 
bracing colored men, women and children. 
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The number and the interest increased. 
The room we occupied was sold to the Jews, 
and we had to remove again. When the 
" public school " house was erected in Duane 
street, it was granted to us, free of expense. 
We now had a large field to cultivate. The 
majority of the colored and white population 
in this district, (at this period,) were very- 
degraded, so much so that it was difficult to 
procure teachers, especially female teachers. 
When I made up my next annual report, 
fifty-five teachers were engaged in No. 34. 
Of these, fifty had made a public profession 
of their faith in Christ, subsequently to their 
engaging as teachers in our school. Thus, 
while endeavoring to teach others, God's 
spirit taught them " the way, the truth, and 
the life." Every family was visited, and 
prayer meetings held in several places ; one 
in the "Arcade," the resort of all colors. 
This meeting was under the charge of broth- 
er Goss, a devoted Christian layman, who 
was our general visitor at this time. Brother 
John Morrison aided him occasionally. They 
generally had a hard time of it. I never went 
but once. Brother Goss did not mind a lit- 
tle vomit. 
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There were several beloved brethren con- 
nected with the " General Theological Sem- 
inary." Of this number I well remember 
Henry V. D. Johns, John S. Stone, and 
Sutherland Douglas. They often attended 
St. George's church Friday evening lecture 
and prayer meetings. One afternoon I asked 
brother Douglas if he would go with me and 
attend a prayer meeting where there was a 
"revival" of religion? "Where?" At 
Railway, N. J., twenty miles off. "0, I 
would like to go, but I must recite my lesson 
to-morrow at nine A. M." I promised to 
have him back in time. We found at Rail- 
way a very interesting state of things. 
(James Brainerd Taylor was aiding the 
minister.) At a farm-house, three meetings 
had been appointed, one for " professors of 
religion," one for "young converts," one 
for "inquirers" after truth. The minister 
introduced Mr. Douglas and myself to sixty 
"young converts," who had assembled in 
one room, and said that we would conduct 
the meeting. As he closed the door he re- 
quested them to sing " Redeeming Love," 
(163 Village Hymns.) 
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" Now begin the heavenly theme, 

Sing aloud in Jesus' name ; 
Ye who Jesus' kindness prove, 

Triumph in redeeming love. 

" Ye who see the Father's grace 

Beaming in the Saviour's face, 
As to Canaan on ye move, 

Praise and bless redeeming love." 

Tears of gratitude flowed. We reached 
New York at seven o'clock the next morning. 
Two of these dear brethren are now " sainted 
in Heaven;" the other still lives, and to 
him are we indebted for the beautiful " Me- 
moir of Dr. Milnor ." At other periods John 
A. Hicks, Sylvester Nash, Samuel Marks, 
Edward W. Peet, William Preston, William 
H. Moore and Benjamin S. Huntington were 
attendants at St. George's church lectures 
and prayer meetings. Some attended with 
us the " Bethel prayer meetings," held on 
board ships in the New York harbor. (It 
was my privilege to be one of the number 
who formed the "American Seaman's Friend 
Society.") All these brethren are now 
laboring in the ministry, (faithfully I hope,) 
and I have yet to learn that attending prayer 
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meetings ever hurt any of them, or made 
them less useful. The Friday evening lee* 
ture, the prayer meetings, Sunday-schools 
and Bible classes continued, well attended 
and interesting. Sometimes a prayer meek 
ing was held at the lecture room on Sunday 
morning, commencing at sunrise, and con- 
tinued one hour. I am now brought to 
January 1, 1827. 
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I will now give a brief sketch of the inter- 
esting "revivals" of religion at the "Amer- 
ican Bible" and the "American Tract" So- 
cieties' houses. Several of the female teach- 
ers connected with No. 34, were engaged 
during the week at the American Bible So- 
ciety building. In February, 1828, two of 
these devoted teachers (sisters Susan H. 
Higgins and Sarah G. Tompkins,) called at 
my place of business. They stated that they 
had been praying for a " revival " of religion 
at the Bible house ; that a prayer meeting 
had been appointed to be held at four, P. M. ; 
that the girls at the Tract house had been 
invited to attend, and they wished me to be 
present. In order to convince me that it 
Was my duty to go, they said that they had 
made it a subject of prayer ; (the sign was 
not like the one given to Gideon, bedewing 
a fleece of wool, but, if they found me in 
the store, then it was my duty to go.) At 
this time Mr. Charles Starr had charge of 
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the binding department in both houses, and 
Mr. Harlan Page was engaged at the Amer- 
ican Tract depository. On my arrival at 
the Bible house I found these dear brethren 
and about fifty females assembled. The 
meeting was solemn ; it was evident that the 
Holy Spirit was working upon the hearts of 
many. A meeting was appointed for the 
next week at the Tract house, and these 
meetings continued weekly at the Bible and 
Tract houses alternately. The brethren 
within a few days conversed personally with 
every individual. The interest increased; 
a considerable number obtained a hope in 
Christ ; the sisters at both houses commenced 
a daily prayer meeting at twelve o'clock, to 
be continued for half an hour. At this 
meeting the young converts were encour- 
aged to take a part. It was deemed expe- 
dient to hold an "inquiring" meeting. 
Dr. McAuley sometimes attended this meet- 
ing, and while it was in session the sisters 
held a prayer meeting to pray for those 
under conviction. On one occasion he ad- 
vised those under conviction, when they 
went home, to pray earnestly, "I will not 
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let thee go except thou bless me." J. M. 
said, "I can not wait 'till then; I will now 
say " I can not let thee go except thou bless 
me." She found peace before leaving the 
Tract house, proved a faithful Christian, 
always happy, and glorified God in her 
death. Whenever any one professed a hope 
in Christ, they were advised to join the Sun- 
day-school, and strive to win souls to the 
Saviour. Our advice was generally followed. 
I say " our advice," for brothers Starr and 
Page were deeply interested; we were a 
"trio" in this blessed work. It is impor- 
tant to have "young converts" set to work 
immediately. I have known ministers and 
laity to advise waiting until they have more 
experience. My own experience teaches 
me to believe that such advice is wrong, 
contrary to Scripture teaching and primitive 
usage, which call for action as evidence of a 
living faith. The word of God is our only 
safe rule. One of our number, J. B., who 
had had a great conflict with her wicked 
heart, after she found peace went over to 
the Tract house; she went to those who 
were "seeking Jesus," told them that the 
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Lord had received her, that she was happy, 
and that he would receive them also. She 
gathered them into the " small room," talked 
and prayed with them, and before the day 
closed eight found Jesus precious to their 
souls. Suppose the brethren had said to 
this "new born** soul, " wait until you 
have more experience." They might have 
heard the voice of the " Great Head" of the 
church saying to them as he did to the 
Pharisees, when "He answered and said 
unto them, I tell you that if these should 
hold their peace, the stones would immedi- 
ately cry out." Luke xix. 40. " As soon 
as Andrew knew the Messiah, it is recorded 
of him, " He first findeth his own brother 
Simon. And he brought him to Jesus." 
He did not meet him by chance ; he went 
after him. He was not a professing Chris- 
tian, who says, " Lord, Lord," but he was a 
working man ; he sought his brother." 

The interest continued for months, when 
there seemed to be a diminution of interest. 
A day of fasting and prayer was held. 
Christians were in deep humility before God. 
In the evening of that memorable day, the 
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prayer meeting was fully attended. We 
had evidences that God's spirit was there. 
In a few days the cry, "What must I do to 
be saved?" was heard again. One young 
girl (fourteen years of age,) cried out, "I 
do believe. Jesus told me to come unto 
Him and He would give me rest. I do be- 
lieve. I do believe" This "young con- 
vert" soon after began to exhort others who 
were crying out, "What must I do to be 
saved? " Another girl about the same age, 
cried out, "I do believe; Lord help thou 
my unbelief." "He is able to save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God by him, 
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession 
for them." Four more obtained a hope in 
Christ that evening. And here I would 
refer objectors and those who advise " young 
converts to wait until they have more expe- 
rience," to Matthew xviii. 6 : " But whoso 
shall offend one of these little ones which 
believe in me, it were better for him that a 
millstone were hanged about his neck, and 
that he were drowned in the depth of the 
sea." Their believing in Christ, though 
they be little ones, unites them to him, so 
7 
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that, as they partake of the benefit of his 
sufferings, he also partakes in the wrong of 
theirs, and interests himself in their cause. 
Even the little ones that believe have the 
same privileges with the great ones, for they 
have all obtained "like precious faith." 
"He that hath ears to hear let him hear." 

The calls for bibles and tracts increased ; 
more help was wanted in the "folding and 
stitching departments," and a number of 
girls were added. Some manifested shy- 
ness, vacating their seats as I passed along, 
conversing personally with each. I left 
word that " Ellen " could not run away from 
God. The next day she remained in her 
place. I asked her if she felt any interest 
in the salvation of her soul? "Mr. T., I 
do not believe that there is any hell." 
"Where do you go to church?" "The 
Universalist." « Do they tell you that there 
is no hell ? " " Yes." " Are you willing to 
run the risk of your immortal interest upon 
the testimony of mortal man? Have you 
never read in the Bible any thing about 
hell ? " " No." I succeeded in obtaining a 
promise from her that she would that very 
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night read her Bible and ascertain if she 
<50uld find any thing said about hell. I 
<jame to another of the " shy ones ; " she was 
skeptical, and at this time reading "Tom 
Payne's works." She finally promised that 
she would that night resort to God's word. 
Our next prayer meeting was very solemn. 
I read an extract of a letter I had received 
from J. B. T. ; it produced a deep feeling. 
One girl said subsequently, "that letter 
which brother T. read from his brother 
James fastened conviction on my mind that 
there was a hell into which I was hastening." 
A few days after this, on entering the "fold- 
ing room," I saw several of the sisters stand- 
ing by the " press," weeping. " Ellen " and 
the " Tom Payne " girl were with them, cry- 
ing for mercy. Despair and agony of soul 
were visible in their countenances. The 
scene was such that the work had ceased in 
that room. God's spirit was there, and im- 
penitent sinners fearful and trembling. I 
asked " Ellen " what was the matter ? " Oh ! 
I have found out that there is a hell ; I am 
sinking into it; what shall I do? what 
shall I do?" I did not deem it best to say 
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any thing more. I requested the " sisters" 
to take these distressed souls into the "little 
room," and pray with them. Others under 
conviction went also. My feelings were 
overcome. I sat down and wept, engaged 
in silent prayer. About one hour elapsed ; 
one after another came out of that little 
"bethel," to the number of six, (including 
the two girls referred to above,) rejoicing 
in Christ. Are any ready to say, " what 
fanaticism ! " When the word of God under 
the influences of the Holy Spirit, takes hold 
of the impenitent sinner, and after earnest 
prayer (even by " sisters in the Lord,") souls 
rejoice and sing " redeeming love," call you 
this "fanaticism?" Would it not give the 
lie to the Holy Ghost? One evening I 
called upon Dr. Milnor to go to the Tract 
house and attend the meeting ; (Dr. M. had 
attended some of the meetings.) I found 
Dr. Bedell from Philadelphia with him. I 
said to this dear brother, you have come 
just in time. "Yes," said Dr. Milnor, 
" Come brother Bedell, go and preach for 
brother T. to-night; you will be much in- 
terested." Dr. B. took for his text, "I 
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lave a message from God to thee." He 
gave this "message" to each class of his 
hearers, in his usual solemn manner; good 
fruits were the result. At another time the 
Rev. Asahel Nettleton preached. His text 
was, " Will a man rob God ? " I have spent 
many pleasant and profitable hours with 
these two faithful ministers of Christ; they 
hoth loved prayer meetings^ and they were 
in their element when God was pouring out 
His spirit. They were instrumental during 
their ministry in winning multitudes of 
precious souls to Christ, which shall be 
" stars " in their crown of rejoicing in that 
day when Christ shall " make up His jewels." 
They now " rest from their labors." 

One of the girls manifested much inde- 
pendence, being of a proud spirit. We did 
not deem it expedient to converse with her. 
Some time passed, when she said to one of 
the sisters, " I do not know what I have done 
that should cause the brethren to pass me." 
A few days after I said to her, "Eveline, do 
you feel interested in what the Lord is doing 
for your associates?" The fountain of her 
leart broke up, and she burst into a flood 
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of tears. As I have in my possession a let^ 
ter written by this dear " sister " after she^ 
made a public profession of religion, (I was 
one of her "chosen witnesses" when she 
was baptized,) I will here transcribe it for 
the benefit of those who have pious mothers 
" sainted in heaven," and who still withhold 
their hearts from their Saviour. "I was 
brought up under the immediate care of a 
pious mother. My mind was early impressed 
with the importance and necessity of reli- 
gion. I have reason to think that the spirit 
of God often strove with me, consequently 
was often grieved. About three years ago 
the Lord saw fit to call my dear, dear mother 
from this to a happier world, which was a 
loud call for me to repent. My mind was 
much exercised, but being with worldly re- 
lations who were gay and fond of every thing 
the world calls pleasure, I became engrossed 
with the world and its gayeties, the theatre 
being my frequent resort. I happened to 
mention at the Bible house that I went to 
the theatre the night previous, when two of 
the 'sisters* reproved me; one of them, 
said, * Suppose your dear mother could have 
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looked down from heaven and seen you, do 
you not think, if it were possible, it would 
have made her unhappy V It is impossible 
to describe my feelings at that moment. I 
firmly resolved never to enter the theatre 
again. I was very unhappy in my mind, 
but my proud heart would not let me ac- 
knowledge it. I was always uneasy, fearing 
some one would speak to me, and I should 
let them know it. There were also two 
others in the building who biased my mind. 
I felt that if they could stand out, I might 
do so too, although it often grieved me to 
see others so happy while I was not. The 
spirit continued to strive with me until 
November 5th, 1828, when God was pleased 
to set my soul at liberty ; yet I did not make 
it known, fearing I might be deceived, « as 
the heart is deceitful above all things.' On 
Sunday, the 7th of November, 1 entered the 
Sunday-school for the first time in my life. 
Although the school was composed of blacks, 
whom I formerly had a great dislike to, yet 
I could now look around the room and see 
none but what I loved, and prayed that I 
might meet them all in heaven. I have 
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every reason to believe that this way of 
spending a portion of the Sabbath has proved 
a great blessing to my soul. On Monday, 
the 8th, I opened my mind to brothers T. 
and S., who encouraged me and desired me 
to keep near the bleeding side of Jesus. I 
have reason to bless God that he sent me to 
the Bible house. February 22d, 1829, I 
made a public profession of my faith in 
Christ, and that God would give me grace 
and strength to love and serve him all my 
appointed days, and may God send down 
the richest of heaven's blessings on my dear 
brothers who have been the instrument in 
the hands of God of bringing a lost sinner 
to Christ, and that they may be kept in ever- 
lasting remembrance before God, is the 
earnest prayer of Eveline." Her prayer, in 
part at least, was answered. She was a 
faithful Sunday-school teacher fifteen years 
in No. 34. Her health failed. I saw her a 
few days before her death. She said, "I 
must sing with brother T. once more before 
I die, the hymn, " When I can read my title 
clear." Sisters T. and M. who were pres- 
ent, urged her not to try. "I must." She 
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succeeded in singing two verses. Dr. Milr 
nor (who often visited her,) said, " Eveline 
is a heavenly minded Christian." 

Dr. Milnor took a deep interest in the 
Bible and tract societies. One day I called. 
I found the Rev. Mr. Reynolds from the 
south with him. They were in controversy 
on the doctrine of " election." A visit to the 
Bible house was proposed. The girls were 
requested to sing the 151st of the Village 
Hymns, "on election. Jer. xxxi. 3. 1 Cor. 
iv. 7." Brother Reynolds sung with all his 
powers, which were not small. After we 
left, Dr. Milnor said, " Brother R., from the 
manner in which you sung that hymn, I 
think that you are very good on the doc- 
trine of i election* after all." A pious old 
woman once remarked, concerning the doc- 
trine of "predestination," "Ah, I have long 
settled that point ; for if God had not chosen 
me before I was born, I am sure he would 
have seen nothing in me afterward to have 
chosen me*" 

Mr. Daniel Panshaw had at this time, 
charge of the "printing department." He 
stood aloof and often expressed his doubts 
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in relation to the "great work" going for- 
ward. One day I requested him to go with 
me into the " folding room." The girls were 
singing with full hearts said 151st hymn. 
A book was handed to Mr. P. Soon the 
tears rolled down his cheeks, and he was 
deeply affected. After we left he said, 
"Brother T., I will now give up all my 
doubts and fears. If those dear souls can 
feel and sing as they did, and give God all 
the glory for their hopes and joys in Christy 
I must doubt no longer. I now wish meet- 
ings held in my " department, and I will aid 
all I can." Meetings were held in the print- 
ing department. They were well attended; 
personal conversation had with each. Mr. 
Panshaw was deeply interested, and took an 
active part. On one occasion I gave the tract, 
" Consideration," (by Bishop Mcllvaine,) to 
six individuals. I obtained a promise from 
each of them that they would read said tract, 
and pray earnestly to God that it might 
prove a blessing to their souls. Within one 
week five of the six obtained a hope in 
Christ. Some persons object to urging im- 
penitent sinners to make promises. My 
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experience teaches me that it is a good thing 
to get a promise from every poor sinner that 
you can, that they will at once begin to 
"seek the Lord." However, we must be 
careful to promise them in return that we 
will pray for them. " Choose ye this day 
whom ye will serve." "And the people 
said unto Joshua, Nay, but we will serve 
the Lord." Joshua xxiv. There were a 
considerable number of conversions among 
the men ; some of them are still connected 
with the printing department of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society. 

There was one girl called a "backslider;" 
(the hardest and most difficult cases I have 
ever had to deal with;) her conduct for 
months was demoniacal. One day she re- 
marked, "The brethren do not say anything 
to me. I suppose they consider my case 
hopeless." Subsequently as I passed along 
I said to this girl, "I suppose that you have 
made up your mind to go to hell." She 
replied with a great deal of venom, "No, I 
have not." She raved considerably before 
she left the building. After she arrived at 
home, (from her own account,) she con- 
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trived a plan first to kill me, then to kill 
herself. In this mad state of rebellion 
against God and man, she continued until 
towards morning, when she came to herself. 
Prostrate before God, she cried for mercy. 
God in mercy heard and granted peace to 
her soul. She went to the Bible house the 
next day and united with the "young con- 
verts" in singing the 156th of the Village 
hymns: 

" Sovereign grace hath power alone 
To subdue a heart of stone ; 
And the moment grace is felt, 
Then the hardest heart will melt" 

A meeting of "young converts" was held 
as often as practicable, when I read to them 
a chapter of " Mead's Almost Christian." 
We earnestly desired that no one should 
take up with a " false hope," but be deeply 
rooted in divine truth, and " always ready 
to give a reason of the hope that was in 
them." I could give many more interesting 
facts, but I must draw to a close. The in- 
terest continued in the Bible and tract 
houses for three years. Over one hundred 
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publicly professed their faith in Christ. 
There was a strong desire that all should 
enjoy a communion season together. But 
there being a number of Baptist sisters, this 
presented an obstacle. Finally we ascer- 
tained that there was an " open communion 
Baptist church, (which some of our number 
had joined,) and we all went there. It was 
a feast of love and imion. " The daily prayer 
meetings" were continued at both houses, 
and at the American Tract Society, the meet- 
ing has been continued daily between twelve 
and one o'clock, to the preeent time. A 
daily prayer meeting for about thirty-two 
years ! I have no doubt but that this meet- 
ing has had a powerful influence in the great 
work which these two most noble institutions 
have already accomplished. In conclusion, 
I take pleasure in bearing my humble testi- 
mony to the faithful labors of brothers Starr 
and Page ; also, to the labors and devoted- 
ness of our beloved sisters in the Lord, No 
attempts (to my knowledge,) were made to 
"proselyte ; " harmony, love and union pre- 
vailed throughout. We will ascribe all the 
glory to the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 
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I now proceed with matters connected 
with Sabbath-school No. 34. One day I in- 
troduced myself to a gentleman who attend- 
ed St. George's. I said to him that we had 
an interesting Sunday-school in Duane street, 
and invited him to call and see us. He 
called and seemed interested. On our way 
to church we held a conversation on the sub- 
ject of religion. I proposed that he should 
take a class in our school. He made some 
objections on the ground of his qualifica- 
tions ; (he was not at this time a Christian.) 
I replied, that in order to get good, we must 
try to do good. In a short time he took a 
class. After a few Sabbaths, his sister-in-law 
and his daughter engaged as teachers in our 
school. It was not long before this gentle- 
man began to inquire, " What must I do to 
be saved? " He obtained a hope in Christ, 
took his stand on the Lord's side and com- 
menced family worship. Soon after, his 
wife became interested, and was brought to 
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the knowledge of "the truth as it is in 
Jesus." The sister-in-law and his daughter 
was brought under "conviction," and they 
obtained a hope in Christ. Subsequently 
one of the servants was converted. All 
made a public profession of their faith in 
Christ, tad were the devoted servants of 
God. There were a large number of boys 
and girls in this district, and we concluded 
to establish a school for such in one of the 
rooms. The beloved brother above referred 
to, Frederick A. Tracy, was appointed super- 
intendent. This school was well attended. 
I will here add that brother Tracy continued 
faithful in the schools until his health failed 
him ; was active in the religious institutions, 
and elected a member of the vestry of " St. 
George's church." He departed this life in 
full faith of a glorious resurrection. His 
dear wife subsequently fell asleep in Jesus. 
"And I heard a voice from heaven saying 
unto me write, blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord from henceforth ; yea saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labors, and their works do follow them." 
Circumstances were such that the children 
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had no convenient place for attending pub- 
lic worship, consequently we established a 
"Children's Church." The brethren took 
their turns and conducted the religious ex- 
ercises. I had a " high churchman/' (a min- 
ister,) staying with me over Sunday. I 
asked him to attend the " children's church " 
in the afternoon. He wished to know who 
preached ? I told him. " What right have 
you to do this?" I replied that I had 
always acted under the " layman's commis- 
sion," which he would find in Rev. xxii. 17. 
"And let him that heareth, say come." He 
declined going. Mrs. Fowler, a devoted 
Christian, had charge of the "primary" de- 
partment in the "public school" during the 
week. She tendered her services, and an 
"infant school" was formed and placed 
under her charge. The three rooms were 
now occupied. We also established an eve- 
ning school to teach the colored scholars 
reading and writing. The attendance some- 
times was over three hundred. It created 
great interest and was productive of good ; 
always opened and closed with singing and 
prayer. Sometimes acting under the " lay- 
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man's commission," they were exhorted to 
repent and come to Christ. It will be per- 
ceived that in our operations in Duane street, 
no age, sect or color, high or low, rich or 
poor, were excluded. 

I have seen the time when, an invitation 
being given to those who wished personal 
conversation on the subject of religion to re- 
tire to an adjoining room, forty rose up and 
went. During one memorable year, ninety 
persons, embracing teachers and scholars, 
connected with No. 34, in Duane street, 
made a public profession of their faith in 
Christ. I wish it to be remembered that 
Sunday-school No. 34, although attached to 
St. George's church, yet drew its teachers 
and scholars from different Christian denom- 
inations, and the school was conducted on 
the principle of "unity" among Christians. 
It is evident in what God has done for his 
church in pouring out His spirit during the 
last two years, that He has set His seal upon 
the principle of unity among Christians. 
Amen. 

My friend W.,who attended St. George's 
church lecture and prayer meetings, called 

8 
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at the school one Sunday morning, it being 
communion that day. As was usual on 
such days, we held a prayer meeting. I 
noticed that this friend was much affected 
during the exercises. He had been brought 
to consider his soul's eternal interests before 
this time. At the close he requested me to 
step into an adjoining room. He burst into 
tears. He said, "I feel that I should pub- 
licly profess my faith in Christ to-day, but 
I am such a poor sinner, and feel so unwor- 
thy, I am afraid. Still I can not make up 
my mind to go to church unless I join in 
the communion. What shall I do?" I 
could appreciate his feelings from my own 
experience. I told him that as regarded 
his staying away from church, that was a 
temptation of the devil; he must go to 
church ; God often opened the way and 
made it clear in the use of appointed means. 
You must pray earnestly for the direction 
of the Holy Spirit; stay after service is 
closed, and if you can approach the Lord's 
table trusting in the merit and righteous- 
ness of Jesus Christ, then go forward. I 
trust that my own prayers were earnestly 
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offered in his behalf. He united with the 
church, became active in our benevolent 
institutions, long the treasurer of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society, and is now a warden -of 
St. George's church. 

It is not necessary for me to advert to the 
solemn scenes and the deep feeling in the 
congregation, and throughout the city, con- 
nected with Dr. Milnor's severe illness in 
1825 ; or to some other matters of great in- 
terest in his life. Dr. Stone, in his " Me- 
moir of Dr. Milnor," has placed before the 
public an interesting account. I will, how- 
ever, state that it was my privilege to be 
with the Dr. the night when it was expected 
that he would die. Early in the morning 
he gave what we all supposed to be his last 
counsel to those who were by his bed side. 
He closed by saying, "Brother T., we have 
not been in the habit of using the " Lord's 
prayer" in our prayer meetings as often as 
we should. Whenever prayer is offered we 
should commence or close with that memo- 
rable prayer." 

A short time before he sailed for Europe, 
in 1830, he requested that a " Temperance 
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Society" be formed in the congregation. 
At another time there were some difficul- 
ties in the congregation arising from the 
" Easter election of the Vestry." It was 
suggested that a meeting be called to settle 
matters. There was some delay, and the 
breach widened. I received a note from 
the Dr. requesting me to call. On entering 
his study, he put his arms around me and 
burst into tears. " Oh," said he, " my dear 
brother T., it will not do to have such feel- 
ings any longer. I will call a meeting at the 
lecture room; all things must be settled." 
The meeting was held. After earnest pray- 
ers and many tears, and a loving address 
from Dr. Milnor, all was quieted. I do not 
recollect of any other discord in the congre- 
gation during Dr. Milnor's pastoral relation. 
Aristocracy was little known; we were a 
working, loving people. 

During the "Tractarian Controversy," 
when great efforts were making to fasten 
Romish errors upon the Protestant Episco- 
pal church, Dr. Milnor said to me, " Brother 
T., I feel sometimes that I am not long for 
this world. I may soon be removed from 
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this scene of trial ,and conflict, and I wish to 
impress one thing deeply upon your mind; 
that is, to remember that the salvation of 
the Protestant Episcopal church, under God, 
is in the hands of the laity. No compromise 
of truth must ever be made." I trust that it 
will be admitted that the laity have exerted 
a powerful influence in counteracting this 
great tendency to error. 

There were indications in the congrega- 
tion of special interest on the subject of re- 
ligion ; the meetings were crowded. I called 
upon Dr. Milnor to attend one Sunday eve- 
ning; he replied, "I have been preaching 
all day; I do not feel prepared." Do you 
recollect the advice given brother G., who 
objected to pray in the prayer meeting un- 
less he felt prepared? "I do not." You 
advised him to kneel right down and pray 
until he felt prepared. With much animation 
the Dr. said, "Til go ; what do you wish me 
to talk about ? " There are a number " halt- 
ing between two opinions;" I would like 
to have you take for your text, " Choose you 
this day whom ye will serve." After an- 
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nouncing the text, he said, "I do not know 
but that I have given impenitent sinners too 
long a rope; had I acted more upon the 
principle laid down in the text my ministry 
might have proved more successful." The 
Dr. was deeply interested, and his whole 
soul was in his subject. He preached ex- 
tempore one hour. A French lady (a Roman 
Catholic,) had been invited to attend the 
meeting. At the close, as the Dr. was pass- 
ing down the aisle, this lady sprang from 
her seat, caught him by the hand and cried 
out, "Thou man of God, tell me, tell me, 
what I must do to be saved." Subsequently 
she united with the church. The Dr. ap- 
pointed a meeting for "personal" conversa- 
tion. This meeting was held at my house 
for several weeks; was deeply interesting 
and well attended. Subsequently it was 
held at the lecture room. On Easter Sun- 
day, 1831, thirty-five were added to the 
communion. 

I now return to No. 34. It will be noticed 
that I have said considerable in reference to 
"personal" conversation. Wo had a rule 
in No. 34, that every teacher should spend 
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fifteen minutes in personal conversation with 
his scholars, on the subject of religion, every 
Sunday. This season was often very solemn 
and interesting; teachers and scholars, at 
the same time, weeping throughout the 
whole school. Too much stress can not be 
laid on this personal effort to bring precious 
souls directly to Christ. In our school we 
preferred solids. I fear, that in the present 
day, there is too much surface work in the 
Sunday-schools. When the first abolition 
society was formed in the city of New York, 
Mr. Tracy and myself were appointed two 
of its managers. Our time being already 
taken up, we sent a polite note, declining. 
Shortly after, a tirade of abuse was heaped 
upon us and an onset made upon the colored 
scholars. They were told that we were 
friends of the " Colonization Society," and 
no real friends of the African. A leading 
abolitionist told me to my face, "You are 
not fit to superintend the colored school." 
I must say, that after an experience of some 
fifteen years or more, I differed with him. 
We were, however, both good-natured about 
our differences of opinion. More than one 
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hundred scholars afterward left our school. 
Some months after, one of the scholars 
called in to see us. This same man and his 
family had been taken by our teachers from 
a degraded place, cared for and taught to 

read and write. I said, Well, Mr. , 

how do you get along in your new quarters? 
"Not very well; had some difficulty with 
Mr. ******; many of the scholars have 
left his school." How much more school- 
ing would it require to lead you to shoulder 
your musket and go down south and shoot 
the planters? "Well, Mr. T., you know 
that was the spirit which actuated our fore* 
fathers." Subsequently a young man called 
in to see us, and stated that he had been 
advised to visit the school, and told that he 
could do good here. I replied, that if he 
would go out into the streets and look up a 
class, I would give him room. " 0, 1 do not 
wish to teach; I wish to address the school." 
The teachers have none too much time for 
their Bible lessons, and I seldom have the 
school interrupted. " I'll say nothing about 
slavery" Who are you, sir? "Assistant 
Editor of the Emamipator" You can not 
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talk here ; you have taken the wrong course ; 
the gospel of Jesus Christ is the only cure 
for such evils. "If I should go south I 
should preach the whole gospel, and that the 
slave was as good as his master ; and if I did 
that, they would hang me." I was disgusted, 
and replied abruptly, (perhaps wrongfully,) 
They ought to "hang you as a coward." 
Exit. I was heralded. 

I have related the above to show how in- 
consistent some are, especially the "one 
idea" men, and the great havoc made in 
oui> colored Sunday-school by the professed 
friends of the colored race. I do not wish 
to be understood as favoring slavery, but I 
can not justify any improper means for its 
discontinuance. I have faith in God, that 
He will take care of it in His own good 
time, and in his own right way. 

Fourteen teachers had left No. 34, to 
study for the ministry. The whole number 
of teachers engaged at different periods 
from its commencement, 1817 to 1837, 305. 
Over 100 teachers made a public profession 
of their faith in Christ subsequently to their 
engaging as teachers in our school; and a 
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large number of scholars were added to the 
church. 

My health began to fail, and this, in con- 
nection with some other matters, led me to 
move to Brooklyn. I held my connection 
with No. 34, and St. George's church, about 
two years after this. I found the change 
of air beneficial. A movement was made 
to establish a parish in South Brooklyn, and 
my assistance was solicited. This, with the 
inconveniences of going to New York, led 
me to consider the matter. After mature 
reflection, I concluded the time had come 
when my connection with St. George's 
church, where I had toiled, wept and re- 
joiced, and taken sweet counsel with the 
loved Dr. Milnor and God's dear children 
for over twenty-three years, must be termin- 
ated. That No. 34 was a Sunday-school 
very dear to my heart; one which I had 
been privileged to superintend for over 
nineteen years. The beloved teachers to 
whom I was united by a Christian love never 
to be forgotten, and scholars to whom I was 
strongly attached, all were to be given up. 
It was indeed very trying to my feelings. I 
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made known my decision, and resigned my 
charge. Being requested to name my suc- 
cessor, Mr. J. L. Baldwin, a faithful Chris- 
tian, who had been with us some years, and 
fully competent, was unanimously elected 
superintendent. Twenty-three years have 
passed away, and this loved brother is still 
superintendent of Sabbath-school No. 34. 
He is aided by Mr. William T. Willis, who 
has been connected with this school thirty- 
seven years. Brother Willis was one of three 
who last fall commenced the " daily prayer 
meeting," at the "Old Dutch Church," in 
Fulton street. A farewell meeting was ap- 
pointed; about five hundred assembled; Dr. 
Milnor in the chair. Mr. S. Seaton, an ac- 
tive Sunday-school brother, and Mrs. Fowler, 
had (unknown to me,) prepared a farewell 
address, to be delivered by a boy connected 
with the "Infant school." The scene was 
too much for me, and I was under the neces- 
sity of requesting Dr. Milnor to give a part- 
ing message in my behalf. 

Thus closed a connection, for which I have 
to thank God that it was ever formed, and 
which it is needless to say I can never for- 
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get. I regret that I could not find the 
"Records" of the male and female Sunday- 
schools, (Nos. 10 and 6,) which were held in 
the rooms connected with the church, and 
were under the special supervision of Dr. 
Milnor. At the time of the removal of St. 
George's church up town, they were mislaid 
or lost, consequently I am deprived the 
privilege of giving further particulars con- 
nected with those schools. Robert C. Barfe, 
Frederick T. Peet, John H. Hill, P. T. Win- 
ston, Horatio Gillett, Charles W. Abrams, 
George Cleveland, and Adolphus Lane, at 
different periods were superintendents. All 
of these brethren were faithful laborers and 
active in our prayer meetings. Three or 
four teachers from school No. 10 are now in 
the ministry. Miss Ann Dominick, now 
Mrs. Gillett, connected with the Mission 
Chapel of St. George's Church, East 19th 
street, succeeded Miss Emma Beers in the 
superintendency of the female school No. 6, 
and continued until the congregation re- 
moved up town. She was assisted many 
years by sisters Sarah Patten and Eliza Gil- 
lett. The teachers were devoted to the great 
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work, and there were large additions to the 
communion from this school. Two of the 
teachers are now missionaries in a foreign 
land. The female prayer meeting continued 
weekly, to the time of Dr. Milnor's death, 
and was productive of great good.* I am 
now brought up to May, 1837. Subsequent- 
ly I have occasionally enjoyed precious sea- 
sons at St. George's, and whenever I visit 
New York, I consider St. George's church 
my home. 

*Mrs. Gillett made the first move in establishing 
said "Mission." Miss Beers soon joined her in this 
"work of labor and love," and continued until her 
health failed. 
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Christ Church Parish, Brooklyn, was 
formed and a Chapel erected in Pacific 
street. Meanwhile I engaged in the Sun- 
day-school connected with the Pearl street 
church, in another part of the city. The 
school was interesting; a prayer meeting 
was commenced, and soon after several 
of the teachers were deeply exercised. I 
met them at a private house for personal 
•conversation and prayer. On one occasion 
the good Dr. Cutler came in. I informed 
him that those present were inquiring 
"What they must do to be saved?" and I 
wished he would converse with them. The 
Dr. closed with prayer. Several experi- 
enced religion and united with the church. 
When I left, the female teachers presented 
to me a Bible and Prayer-book, bound up to- 
gether, which I highly prized as a token of 
their Christian affection. "Christ Church 
Chapel" was at length finished, and a Sun- 
day-school commenced. I was elected super- 



Digitized by 



Google 



RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. 127 

intendent, and R. M. White, secretary. A 
weekly Bible class was held to study the 
"Scripture lesson;" also a weekly prayer 
meeting at private houses. We visited from 
house to house, and the cry was soon heard, 
"What must I do to be saved?" We had 
no settled pastor for a time. The Rev. 
John A. Clark (then of St. Andrew's, Phil- 
adelphia,) recommended the Rev. Kingston 
Goddard; he was called; proved a faithful 
minister; attended the prayer-meetings, and 
a considerable number experienced religion 
and united with the church. A merchant 
from New York moved into the neighbor- 
hood. I called to see him. He was rather 
skeptical. On one occasion I prevailed upon 
him to attend a prayer meeting ina" poor 
district." The strong man bowed, and was 
soon in tears. Subsequently he found peace 
in the Lord, and united with the church. 
The congregation increased, and the Sun- 
day-school and prayer meetings were con- 
tinued with interest during my stay. I left 
Brooklyn April, 1841, for Middle Haddam, 
Conn., the place of my nativity, and settled 
down upon a farm, near my parents. An 
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inefficient minister (to say nothing of his 
unsoundness in the faith,) had charge of 
the Episcopal church. There were twelve 
or fifteen in attendance on Sunday. I had 
a friendly conversation with him, and ad- 
vised his leaving. Application was made to 
Dr. Milnor for a suitable minister. He paid 
us a visit. The Rev. Benjamin S. Hunting- 
ton (formerly a Sunday-school pupil in old 
St. George's church,) who had been recent- 
ly ordained deacon, was called. He took 
charge of the parish ; a Sunday-school was 
formed; prayer meetings were held; he vis- 
ited from house to house ; the religious inter- 
est increased, and more were added to the 
communion during his pastoral care than 
ever before or since, under any minister 
who has had charge of the parish. At the 
time the Rev. Alfred Lee was elected bishop 
of Delaware, Mr. Huntington was called to 
Rockdale, Pa. I read service and sermon 
for several months, and the Rev. Mr. Bradley 
preached about six months. The Rev. Syl- 
vester Nash had charge of the parish about 
four years, and whoever knows brother Nash 
can testify to his love of the truth, and that 
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he is not afraid of prayer meetings. The 
Rev. P. R. Woodward succeeded Mr. Nash. 
Having no convenient place for prayer meet- 
ings, I purchased a building and arranged a 
convenient room. At this time the lecture 
room of old St. George's church was sold. 
On application, the corporation of the church 
kindly presented the furniture to me. Broth- 
er P. S. Winston will accept my thanks for 
the interest he took in this matter. My 
room is now furnished with said furniture, 
including the desk, Bible, Prayer-book, and 
the " old arm chair" so long occupied by 
Dr. Milnor. The associations connected 
with this furniture are pleasant to me. Our 
pastor opened the first meeting held. Dr. 
W. was a faithful preacher, and for years 
attended the prayer meetings. He left in 
1858. I have, during my residence here, 
pretty fully experienced the force of our 
Saviour's declaration, Matthew xiii. 51, 58. 
However, I think I can truly say, as Moses 
did, (Numbers xvi. 15,) "I have not taken 
one ass from them, neither have I hurt one 
of them." The great obstacle in the way 
of religious effort in county towns and 

9 
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villages is the prominence of ezclusiveness. 
Hence I have, (occasionally,) as the sequel 
will show, extended my labors in other 
directions. 

In November, 1846, the Lord took to him- 
self my beloved wife. She, having lived a 
life of faith, died a triumphant death. I 
frequently went to New York, and generally 
held meetings at the Bible and tract houses. 
At one time, (February, 1848,) I held meet- 
ings at the Bible house for* four weeks. 
During that period twenty-one professedly 
obtained a hope in Christ. At another time 
I held a series of meetings at the tract house. 
In conversation with one, I found her to be 
an infidel. I had a hard time for one hour. 
I told her I had seen infidel men, which was 
bad enough, but to find a woman full of in- 
fidel principles, was horrible. Others in the 
same room quit work, and seemed deeply 
interested during the warm combat. The 
next day she inquired who was to conduct 
the meeting ? The reply was, brother T. 
This same woman came in with others, and 
seemed much interested. Subsequently she 
requested one of the sisters to send me 
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word that she thanked me for my faithful* 
ness. " Tell him I havo given up infidelity, 
and now, I trust that I have a good hope in 
the Lord Jesus Christ." 

In 1867, the period of the great commer- 
cial difficulties and "suspension of speeie 
payments," I was in New York. Dr. Dyer 
invited me to attend a "clerical prayer 
meeting," at Dr. Bedell's church, Fifth 
avenue, Dr. Andrews in the chair. The 
"harps" of some of the ministers seemed 
" hung upon the willow." They were feajs 
ful that the "commercial distress" would 
prove disastrous to our "religious institu- 
tions." I took occasion to say, that "I re- 
gretted this state of feeling ; that it indicated 
a want of faith in God ; that the people had 
"sown to the wind," and they must now 
"reap the whirlwind." God's judgments 
are abroad in the earth, and his creatures 
can now consider eternal things. Our trust 
must be in God. I believe that if the church 
of Christ now does her duty, we shall wit- 
ness a greater attention to religion than was 
ever known. I did not profess to be a true 
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prophet, but so long as God reigned and 
was on His throne, I must say Amen." 

I had never attended a " clerical prayer 
meeting" before. I was aware that such 
meetings had been held in some portions of 
our Zion, and I hope they will become gen- 
eral, for certainly there is pressing need for 
united prayer. I have noticed during my 
Christian experience that those ministers 
who favor prayer meetings, generally find a* 
corresponding action on the part of the 
laity; that the truth has then taken hold 
of the hearts of sinners ; the conversion of 
souls has followed, and the communion of 
saints been enjoyed. We must admit that 
if sinners are " born again," it must be by 
the application of divine truth under the 
influences of the Holy Spirit. There was a 
time when the prophet reproved the priests 
and the people, and set before them their 
wickedness, and the desolations of Zion. 
"Then they that feared the Lord spake 
often one to another, and the Lord heark- 
ened and heard it ; and a book of remem- 
brance was written before him for them 
that feared the Lord and thought upon his 
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The religion of 
Jesus Christ does not separate the " shep- 
herd" from his flock ; the faithful minister 
will take the lead ; his brethren and sisters 
will hold up his hands, and all working to- 
gether, " converts will flock into the church 
like clouds, and as doves to their windows." 
At this time, when the "ways of Zion lan- 
guish," when the "hearts of men are failing 
them," and they go about the streets cry- 
ing, "Who will show us any good?" when 
God has set the wisdom of men at nought, 
and brought them to feel that there is some- 
thing more needed to satisfy the immortal 
soul than the "mammon of unrighteous- 
ness," is it not wisdom, yea, duty, and the 
privilege of the whole church of Christ to 
arise, consider the second chapter of Joel, 
and strive together to bring to a throne of 
grace "the weary and heavy laden," that 
they may find rest to their souls?" 

On passing down Fulton street by the 
"Old Dutch Church," I saw a sign, "Daily 
prayer meeting from 12 to 1." I went in, 
and found a number assembled in the lec- 
ture room. It was encouraging to hear the 
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" confessions " and earnest prayers that went 
up. Mr. A. remarked, "This convention 
for asking counsel of God, who has laid his 
hand upon our country, is far better, and 
we are more sure of success, than in all the 
conventions of bank directors and mer- 
chants." Whenever church and state hum- 
ble themselves before God, confess their sina 
and learn righteousness, then we may expect 
relief. Zion will lift up her head, and all 
lawful undertakings will prosper. There is 
a diversity of opinion in our church in re- 
gard to the utility of prayer meetings. I 
hope I do not exceed the bounds of charity 
when I say that I believe inexperience and 
ignorance lie at the root. As regards some 
supposed evils, they must be imaginary, or 
I must have been very fortunate in my ex- 
perience, for I have never seen any evil re- 
sults, unless earnest prayer to God, the 
conversion of sinners to Christ, and the 
communion of saints, are considered evils. 
As to the objection that prayer meetings are 
"a nursery for spiritual pride," I will men- 
tion a case that occurred many years ago in 
" Ann street church," New York, erected 
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on the faith and perseverance of a devoted 
prayer meeting layman, George Warner; 
(see Appendix.) The Rev. Mr. L. was 
called to succeed Dr. Pillmore. This Rev. 
gentleman left the Methodist connection 
and took orders in the Episcopal church. 
For a period of time he was an active friend 
of prayer meetings, but a certain influence 
operated upon his mind, and he one day said 
to Mr. Shatzell, a devoted Christian, "I 
think that our prayer meetings should be 
given up." This declaration by the pastor 
was unexpected, and an explanation was 
requested. The pastor replied, "I think 
they are calculated to foster pride; the 
brethren pray and exhort, and then think 
that they have done well." " Ah," said 
this dear brother, "I wish to put to you 
one question, and ask for a direct answer. 
"After you have preached a sermon and 
set down, did the devil ever tell you that 
you had done well?" "Yes." "Well, 
then, you should never preach again." 
The conclusion was that the great enemy 
of God and man sometimes assaulted the 
minister as well as the praying brethren* 
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and as the object of preaching and praying 
is to destroy the works of the devil, the 
preaching and the prayer meetings con- 
tinued. 

"Restraining prayer we cease to fight, 

Prayer makes the Christian armor bright, 

And Satan trembles when he sees 

The weakest saint upon his knees." 

God began to pour out His Holy Spirit 
upon the people in New York. After an 
earnest but unsuccessful effort to interest 
the churches here in Middle Haddam and 
vicinity in the great work of saving souls, I 
went to the city. Attended the daily meet- 
ings and commenced holding meetings at 
the Bible house. In passing round, holding 
personal conversation, I came to a widow 
lady. I asked her if she had a good hope 
in the Lord Jesus Christ? " lam an Epis- 
copalian" So am I, but what has that to 
do with the question ? I soon found that 
she was a professor of religion, who had 
been trained under "Tractarian" influ- 
ences.* This same individual, within a few 

* If any of my readers wish to know what I mean 
by " Tractarian," I refer them to an interesting book 
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days, became deeply interested and found a 
hope in Christ; attended a church where 
the truth was preached, and became a Sun- 
day-school teacher in the " Mission school." 
I found two others who had been deceived 
by these teachers of strange doctrines. The 
meetings were continued for several weeks, 
and a number professed their faith in Christ. 
I spent a large portion of the winter in New 
York, and witnessed the mighty doings of 
the Holy Spirit. I found it pleasant and 
profitable to attend the daily union prayer 
meetings and hold communion with my old 
Christian friends. 

In conclusion, I feel called upon to say, I 
am now sixty-one years of age. I have 
always found " grace and strength " equal to 
my necessities, and my faith in Christ suffi- 
cient to enable me to read " my title clear to 
mansions in the skies." I never considered 
it a cross to labor in God's service, but, on 
the contrary, a blessed privilege. I have 

called the " Contrast," or the " Evangelical and Trac- 
tarian Systems Compared," published by the "Protest- 
ant Episcopal Society for the promotion of Evangelical 
Knowledge," No. 11 Bible house, New York. 
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endeavored to seek wisdom from God, and 
that He would guide and direct me by His 
Holy Spirit in all things. I can never praise 
Him sufficiently for his goodness and mercy 
which have followed me all the days of my 
life. If I have been instrumental in doing 
good, not unto me, but unto the Triune God 
be all the praise, and all the glory. Amen. 
I add here a hymn expressive of my expo- 
rience during my Christian pilgrimage. 

" Amazing grace ! how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me : 
I once was lost, but now am found, 

"Was blind, but now I see. 

44 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears reliev'd ; 
How precious did that grace appear, 

The hour I first believed ! 

44 Through many dangers, toils and snares, 

I have already come ; 
'Tis grace that's brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home. 

44 And when this heart and flesh shall fail, 

And mortal life shall cease, 
I shall possess, within the vail, 

A life of joy and peace." Amen. 
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I. Father Wabner, 

It is no uncommon thing to give sketches 
of the lives of devoted ministers of Christ ; 
it is interesting, and, no doubt, leads to 
profitable results. I trust that it will not 
be uninteresting to my readers to learn a 
little of the life and Christian character of 
a devoted Layman, who once lived, but died 
to live, no more to die again. The laity of 
our churches need encouragement to action, 
decision, and more entire devotedness to the 
cause of Christ ; yea, to follow the advice of 
a man in Israel, one beloved, and who lately 
fell asleep, with the dying message upon his 
Hps, " Stmd up for Jesus? 9 

"We're soldiers fighting for our God, 

Let trembling cowards fly ; 
We'll stand unshaken, firm and fix'd, 

With Christ to live and die. 

" Let devils rage, and hell assail, 
We'll fight our passage through ; 
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Let foes unite, and friends desert, 
We'll seize the crown in view. 

" And when thou mak'st thy jewels up, 

And sett'st thy starry crown, 
When all thy sparkling gems shall shine, 

Proclaim' d by thee thine own ; 

"May we, a little band of love, 

We, sinners saved by grace, 
From glory unto glory changed, 

Behold thee face to face." 

George Warner, "the man of God," is 
the one to whom I now refer. Brother War- 
ner was trained in the " school of Christ," 
an,d when it was "Thus and thus saith the 
Lord," he said "Amen." "Go forward in 
the strength of the Lord of hosts," was his 
"motto." Although he was an Old School 
Episcopalian, yet he extended the right hand 
of fellowship to all who loved our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. He received in full 
that expression in our "Creed," "the com- 
munion of saints;" and the words of our 
19th article, that "The visible church of 
Christ is a congregation of faithful men." 
I regret that I have not statistics connected 
with Mr. W.'s early history. Suffice it .to 
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say, that he was a " sail maker," and mingled 
with the masses; the requisite school, in 
connection with the word of God, to under- 
stand human nature. Prom "J. D. S.," I 
learn the following: "When I came to the 
city, forty-four years since, I brought to 
him a letter of introduction from my father, 
to whom he had been a friend in his (my 
father's) early boyhood. The venerable 
man received me with great kindness, and 
knowing the temptations to which a country 
lad is exposed in what was then esteemed a 
great city of 96,000 inhabitants, he made me 
feel at home in his family circle, and many 
a pleasant evening, and many a profitable 
Sabbath day have I passed at his house, 
going to church with him to hear the Rev. 
Dr. (afterward Bishop) Moore, of St. Ste- 
phen's. Many were the useful lessons and 
the kind paternal counsels which on those 
occasions he communicated to me, mingled 
with touching references to his early knowl- 
edge of my father. 

" Mr. Warner was a man of eminent piety, 
of great simplicity and purity of character, 
warmly sympathizing in the afflictions of 
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others, and prompt in bis efforts to relieve 
them. My father had a passion for the sea, 
which being opposed by his father, he ran 
away and entered on board of a i Letter of 
Marque * ship of twenty guns. The first day 
out they were chased by a British frigate ; 
they were taken and carried into New York. 
My father was wounded by a spent cannon 
ball; he was left at times entirely alone on 
board the prize ship, without any one to 
hand him a drop of water, or having provis- 
ion of any kind within his reach. Through 
the interposition of Col. Huggett, he was 
allowed to be taken on shore to the house 
of an uncle, corner of Crown and Green 
streets. After referring to the kindness of 
his godfather, who for various reasons did 
not visit him, he says, in an extract from an 
autobiographical sketch left by him, " But 
my dear friend, Mr. Gteorge Warner, did 
more. ' I was sick and he visited me ; I was 
in prison and he came unto me. 9 He not 
only opened his purse and bestowed those 
things which were needful for my body, but, 
in spite of the sneers of the vulgar, or the 
more serious suspicions of men in authority, 
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he came personally to visit and comfort me; 
and his ministrations were not confined to 
my poor perishing body, but were extended 
to my precious immortal soul. He con- 
versed with me in an affectionate and 
impressive manner on my lost and perish- 
ing state as a sinner, and of the way of life 
and salvation through a Saviour. He 
often kneeled at my bedside and prayed 
for me most devoutly, and I could not but 
be deeply affected; but it was more from 
the fear of death, which now seemed but 
a step from me, than from any right ap- 
prehension of my deplorable state while a 
stranger to Christ, or desire of peace and 
pardon from God. After three months, by 
the blessing of God, I was enabled to walk 
about, and after being nearly recovered, I 
was placed in a state of great jeopardy. I 
was introduced to places of public resort, 
where pleasure, with her syren voice, allured 
the thoughtless and inexperienced. But 
though my own evil heart yielded a ready 
assent to the allurements around me, yet 
the kind providence of God hedged up my 
way, and at times my worthy friend, George 
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Warner, like a ministering spirit, would in- 
vite and accompany me to prayer meetings 
or lectures in the Methodist church, almost 
the only one in the city where any thing 
like true piety and devotion appeared to 
have an existence. I recollect, on one of 
these occasions, there was a collection taken 
up. As the plate approached, Mr. W. asked 
if I had any change, and when I answered 
in the negative, he slipped a piece of silver 
into my hand, which of course I deposited 
in the plate, while he put in a guinea. At 
our next interview I offered to pay it. 
4 Did you begrudge it, W.?' said he, 'when 
you put it in the plate?' 'No, sir,' said I. 
'Neither did I,' replied he, 'when I put it 
into your hand ; so return your money into 
your pocket.' This is a small matter to 
relate, but trifling incidents often develop 
the true character of men better than more 
important matters, where they are more 
guarded and act under the influence of 
pride or worldly policy; while in trivial 
affairs and incidental occurrences, the heart 
and affections are often left without control." 
J. D. S. proceeds: "I fear I have made too 
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long an extract, but it seemed to be neces- 
sary, to show a most estimable trait in the 
character of this excellent man, his ardent 
desire to do good, and his love for souls. 
My father felt that he owed to him a debt of 
gratitude, and when he was able, offered to 
pay the advances made. 'Did it do you 
good, W.V said he. 4 Oh, yes sir, I can 
not tell you how much.' 'Then,' he re- 
plied, 4 I am more than repaid long ago.' 
Whenever he was in town, my father was a 
welcome guest at Mr. Warner's, and though 
a Presbyterian elder, often has he accom- 
panied his old friend to St. Stephen's church, 
where, sitting together in heavenly places, 
they commemorated the dying love of their 
Redeemer, receiving the emblems from the 
hands of their beloved Dr. Moore. (This 
excellent minister had saved my father from 
drowning in the bay of New York.) In 
grateful remembrance of these obligations, 
he named one of his sons after his benefac- 
tor. The boy was in the city with him, when 
a fashionable friend asked his name of my 
father. On informing him, he was asked 
who he was named after, and being told, 
10 
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'What! George Warner, the sailmaker? 
What could have induced you to name the 
boy after him?' The reply was, 4 I was 
sick and he visited me ; I was in prison and 
he came unto me.' " 

The following particulars I obtained from 
an aged sister in the Lord, Mrs. William 
Shatzell, who was connected with the Ann 
street church. Mr. Warner was a member 
of St. Paul's church, New York, in 1793-94. 
An assistant minister was to be chosen ; a 
controversy ensued. Mr. W. and his friends 
wanted Dr. Pillmore; the opponents, Mr. 
Basset. The opposition was successful. Mr. 
W. and his friends left, procured a room in 
Ann street, and called Dr. Pillmore. In 
addition to services on Sunday, prayer meet- 
ings were held in Ann street, also in an old 
building in Cedar street. One of the breth- 
ren, after commencing prayer, seemed to 
find difficulty in stopping. Mr. W. said, 
one evening, " Brother D., I wish you to go 
to prayer, and I wish that you would not 
pray for every thing to-night, as there are 
others I wish to call upon." His practice 
was to call on the " long-winded " first. Mr. 
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Warner and his associates commenced erect- 
ing a church in Ann street. The common 
saying was, "There is a church going up on 
the faith of that 4 man of God,' George War- 
ner." One Saturday afternoon (being pay 
day,) he wanted three hundred dollars. He 
did not know where it was to come from, 
but his faith in God was strong that it would 
come. He took a walk down Wall street; 
a friend hailed him, and said, " Mr. Warner, 
I have intended to give you something for 
that church; come in." This friend gave 
him the amount needed. (Wall street was 
a little different in those days. " Bears and 
bulls" did not dwell there.) The church 
was completed, the congregation increased, 
and "converts" were added to the fold of 
Christ. 

Dr. Pillmore, for various reasons, gave up 
his interesting charge in 1804, and returned 
to Philadelphia. The Rev. Mr. L. at this 
time was preaching in the Methodist con- 
nection. Mr. Warner and others went to 
hear him. Judging him to be of a kindred 
spirit, it was proposed to Mr. L. to leave the 
Methodists, be ordained in the Episcopal 
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church, and become their pastor. The prop^ 
osition was accepted, and as soon as practi- 
cable the arrangement was consummated. 
After a time, certain influences were set to 
work, which produced discord in the con- 
gregation, and at a subsequent election for 
wardens and vestrymen, Mr. W. and his 
friends were ousted. The breach was made. 
At the next communion season, Mr. Warner, 
with about two hundred brethren and sisters, 
went over to St. Ann's church, Brooklyn, 
(then under the charge of Dr. Feltus,) to 
enjoy a communion season at the " Lord's 
table." They did not however dissolve their 
connection with the Ann street church at 
this period. 

As it is well known that Mr. Warner and 
a large number of his associates finally left 
the Ann street church and united with St. 
Stephen's, then under the charge of the 
beloved Moore, as rector, I need not refer to 
that movement. My first introduction to 
brother W. was January 1, 1814, at 1 A. M. 
I called upon a young lady on New Year's 
eve ; she asked me if I would like to attend 
a "watch-meeting?" A watch-meeting? 
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What is that? "Why, they pray the old 
year out and the new one in ; and besides, 
it is among Episcopalians." [This lady 
was a Presbyterian.] She said, "I will 
show you one of the most interesting men 
you ever saw, a Mr. Warner." At the pres- 
ent day when gentlemen call upon the ladies, 
I believe it is not the custom to ask them to 
go to a prayer meeting. I readily accepted 
the invitation, and we went up to St. Ste- 
phen's church lecture room, which was soon 
filled. As some of my readers may be as 
ignorant as I was respecting "watch-meet- 
ing," they may be interested in reading an 
account of the doings in such a meeting. 
Brother W. conducted the exercises. He 
commenced by singing, and continued with 
prayer, reading portions of Scripture, and 
exhortations, with great interest and solem- 
nity, until a quarter before twelve o'clock. 
Brother W. then spoke of the shortness of 
time, and referred to the many who were 
there at the last "watch-meeting," but now 
rested from their labors ; he also urged upon 
the living entire consecration to God, and 
to esteem His service our highest privilege. 
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He then requested the congregation to kneels 
spend a short time in silent prayer, and en- 
ter into solemn covenant with God to live 
more to His glory. At half past twelve, the 
concluding prayer was made, and the exer- 
cises closed by singing the hymn, "The 
Lord into his garden comes." When this 
soul-stirring hymn was concluded, brother 
W. moved to the right, taking the brethren 
and sisters by the hand, and those on the 
right moving to the left until they returned 
to the head of the room, all shaking hands, 
and singing, as they passed each other, 

" Now here's my heart, and here's my hand, 
To meet you in that heavenly land, 
Where we shall part no more ; 
Where we shall part no more." 

Some may call such a meeting fanaticism, 
but it was the most solemn and interesting* 
meeting I had ever attended. Subsequent- 
ly, I attended " watch-meetings " with broth- 
er Warner twenty years, alternately at the 
lecture room of St. Stephen's, and the lec- 
ture room of old St. George's. 

I will here give the names of some of the 
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devoted brethren associated with Mr. War- 
ner. James W. Dominick, David March, 
William Shatzell, Dougherty, Haws and 
Jonas Humbert. I had cause to praise God 
that I had been introduced to such a noble 
band of brethren. Brother W. would often, 
after service on Sunday, ask his brethren 
where they had gleaned ? He put the ques- 
tion to Mr. March, (a butcher,) one Sunday 
evening. " Ah," said he, " I have been 
driving bullocks through the broad aisle all 
day." Brother W. was also in the habit of 
going out to take tea at the houses of his 
friends, and then have a prayer meeting in 
the evening. His own house was always 
free. When his friends came to see him, 
they were served early with plain refresh- 
ments ; then came the hymn books, and the 
remainder of the evening was spent in reli- 
gious exercises. I was invited to pass an 
evening at his house, to meet the Rev. Mr. 
Summerfield, and other Christian friends. 
Among the guests that evening was an M. D. 
who had given up his practice to study the- 
ology. (Brother W. considered that every 
professing Christian should always be ready 
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to pray.) He gave out a hymn and said, 
" After we have sung, brother Dr. D. will go 
to prayer." The doctor sat by me. He 
began to tremble. " Oh, brother T., I wish 
that you would pray; I never prayed in 
public without my book." I replied, broth- 
er Warner has got you now, and you must 
do your own praying. The hymn ended. 
Mr. W. said, " Go to prayer, brother D." I 
was appealed to again; but no, the trem- 
bling doctor had to "break the ice." After 
meeting, the doctor said to me, " I am thank- 
ful that the old gentleman put me through." 
If Christians in the present day would have 
"prayer meeting parties," instead of follow- 
ing the example of the worldlings, spending 
nearly whole nights in feasting, etc., there 
would not be such a dearth of spirituality 
in our churches. Oh, it is lamentable that 
there are in all of the churches so many pro- 
fessing Christians who disgrace their pro- 
fession by having and going to worldly par- 
ties, and as one sin follows in the train of 
another, they also attend operas, and the 
theatre, and all this, notwithstanding their 
solemn vows to "renounce the devil and all 
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his works, the vain pomps and glory of the 
world, with all covetous desires of the same, 
and the sinful desires of the flesh, so that 
they will not follow nor be led by them." 
God says, " Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world. If a man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him." 1 John ii. 15. 

Mr. W. was very tender towards the 
"lambs of the flock," young converts. He 
considered it necessary for their growth in 
grace an( i usefulness, that they should be 
active and praying Christians. He would 
call upon them to pray ; some of the more 
timid would commence, and sometimes falter 
and weep. He would sing a verse, and then 
say, "Go on, brother;" and if he did not 
succeed, then brother W. would finish. His 
course was that of a spiritual father. He 
was sometimes called "Father Warner." 

George Warner was a two handed man, 
being blessed with a Christian wife. They 
were co-workers together in the Lord. This 
shows the great importance of not being 
"unequally yoked together." They estab- 
lished a female prayer-meeting. At one 
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time it numbered sixty, sixty " Mary's," sus- 
taining their beloved pastor by their prayers. 
Occasionally I attended the prayer meetings 
at St. Stephen's. Mr. Jonas Humbert was 
an active member, but had been led off for 
some two or three months by the " political 
meetings." On his return to the prayer 
meeting, he came in as Mr. W. was reading 
a hymn. Mr. W. stopped. "Ah! there 
comes brother Jonas. I think that he has 
been among the Philistines long enough." 
It will be admitted that he was rather quaint 
sometimes, but all was taken in good part 
by his Christian friends. 

Brother Warner was to be seen frequently 
at the prayer meetings connected with St. 
George's. He arose one evening, and said 
he had a new hymn; "A dialogue between 
the believer and the soul; 99 and as the 
" Marys " had the strongest faith, they would 
take the part of the believer. One evening 
I introduced him to a young man who was 
inquiring "What must I do to be saved?" 
He put his hand upon this young man's 
head and said, " my son, when you go 
home, kneel down and cry to God for mercy > 
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and do not rise until you give your heart to 
Christ ; and if it should be midnight, come 
and call me up and I will rejoice with you." 
This advice was followed, and at one o'clock 
this young man found peace in believing. 
Subsequently he studied for the ministry. 
Mr. Warner and a Mr. Smith were sent to 
the legislature ; the first week they estab- 
lished a prayer meeting. This course, being 
& novel one, caused considerable commotion. 
The room was near the " Dutch Reformed 
church," and the crowds that attended these 
meetings disturbed the " Dutch minister." 
He said to a member of the legislature, " The 
crowd is so great I can not get along ; who 
is this Mr. Warner, making so much noise? 
Why I can not get my people to attend my 
own meeting." The member replied, " Call 
at the lobby in the morning, and I will in- 
troduce you to Mr. Warner." The intro- 
duction took place. The minister said, " I 
understand, Mr. Warner, that you belong to 
the Episcopal church." "Yes, sir, I am an 
unworthy member of that body." A pause. 
Mr. W. said, "Is that all, sir?" "Yes." 
"I did not know but you would add, 'Can 
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there any good thing come out of Naza- 
reth?'" Mr. Warner was not the man to 
leave his religion at home ; wherever he 
went, Christ and His cause were prominent. 
Going about and doing good was his joy. 

The weather seems to be the "thermom- 
eter" with some in deciding the interest 
they have in attending upon the worship of 
God. One evening the brethren had been 
some distance to attend a meeting; on their 
return, when wading through mud and 
water, brother S. said, "This is rather tough 
work." Mr. Warner replied, " Ah, my dear 
brother, the love of Jesus will wade through 
any thing" Volumes could be filled with 
Mr. Warner's acts and deeds ; but I have 
only aimed to set forth his general Christian 
character. Towards the closing scenes of 
his pilgrimage, a gentleman by the name of 
Warner called to ascertain whether he could 
claim anykindred, and began to tell his ex- 
perience, and what he had done, but Mr. 
W. interrupted him and said, " Stop, I never 
knew a good Warner in my life." A Chris- 
tian friend called. He stated to Mr. W. 
what he had learned during their separation, 
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and then asked Mr. W. what he had learn- 
ed. " Ah, said this aged saint, " I have just 
learned that I know nothing" 

The scene is closed. Brother Warner 
rests " from his labors." " And I heard a 
voice from heaven saying unto me write, 
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord 
from henceforth ; yea, saith the Spirit, that 
they may rest from their labors, and their 
works do follow them." 

" When on Zion we stand, 
Haying gained that blest shore, 

With our harps in our hand, 
We will praise Him the more. 

"We will range the sweet plains, 

On the banks of the river, 
And sing of salvation 

Forever and ever. 

"Hallelujah to the Lamb, 
Who has purchased our pardon ; 

We will praise Him again 
When we pass over Jordan." Amen. 
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n. Christian Unity, 

I have read with much satisfaction the 
articles published in the " Episcopal Record- 
er" on " Christian . Unity" The writer 
takes his start " from the stand-point of the 
High Churchman." My impressions are, 
that whatever "point" they have to boast 
of on this subject, must have had its origin 
with " Babylon." (Rev. xvii.) I shall en- 
deavor to stand on the sure "point" of the 
great head of the church, Jesus Christ, not 
forgetting the " points" of the blessed apos- 
tles. I do hope that this important subject 
will receive the solemn consideration of all 
Christians, believing that in proportion to 
the " Unity of Christians," we may expect 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The 
blessings which have followed the " Union 
prayer meetings " should convince all unbe- 
lievers* Our Saviour's prayer (John xvii.) 
I consider as conclusive. "Holy Father, 
keep through thine own name those whom 
thou hast given me, that they may be one, 
as we are. Sanctify them through thy 
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truth : thy word is truth. That they all may 
be one ; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, that they also may be one in us : that 
the world may believe that thou hast sent 
me." I am aware that the force of educa- 
tion is very great. This is prominent in 
the "papist church." It would be well 
if it was confined to those who "worship 
the beast." It would seem that the apostle 
Peter was a " high churchman " for a time ; 
and not until "a vessel descended from 
heaven," and he heard the voice of God, 
" What God has cleansed, that call not thou 
common," were his eyes open to see the 
beauties of union. When Cornelius fell at 
his feet, " Peter took him up, saying, Stand 
up; I myself also am a man;" and again 
" Peter opened his mouth and said, of a 
truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons, but in every nation, he that feareth 
him and worketh righteousness is accepted 
of him." Should we not show more wis- 
dom and derive more benefit by confining 
ourselves to the word of God, than by poring 
over "Fathers," and resting on tradition? 
I will state a few facts to illustrate the 
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force of education. Mr. P. was engaged as 
the first printer for the American Bible So- 
ciety. At this time he was sceptical. On 
examining the "proof sheets," the truth 
was applied by the Holy Spirit, and he be- 
came a new man in Christ Jesus, and united 
with the "Reformed Dutch Church." On 
meeting Mrs. P., a friend of his who attend- 
ed "Trinity Church," she said, "I am glad 
that you have become a Christian, but ex- 
tremely sorry that you did not join the 
" true church." Mr. P. asked Mrs. P. what 
she meant to do with him, and where he 
would be found at last? "Ah," said she, 
" you know the Bible speaks of three heav- 
ens, and I expect that you will go to one of 
them." This same lady stood one day for 
some time looking at the Presbyterian 
church erected in Wall street; afterwards 
she was so conscience-stricken that she spent 
one hour in her room, praying to God to 
forgive her sin in looking at that church. 
Having subsequently seen her error, she 
confessed this among other things to Mr. P. 
I admit that this was an extreme case ; still, 
one of these "Trinity" high churchmeq 
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said to me one day, " I have been making 
arrangements to have my body buried among 
4 Churchmen' I never will consent to be 
laid along side of a Presbyterian." I knew a 
Presbyterian lady who cautioned her neigh- 
bors not to let any of their children attend 
the Episcopal church ; if they did they would 
certainly go to hell. I will only add one 
other fact which took place in this land of 
"steady habits," going to show that the 
"old leaven" has not entirely worked out. 
On my return from New York, I learned 
that a "Union daily prayer meeting" had 
been established in an adjoining town. I 
went up to attend that meeting. One day 
I was assailed in the public street, as follows: 
"T.,I understand that you are attending 
the prayer meetings here." " Yes, sir." 
"Well, I doubt your churchmanship." "I 
am as strong an Episcopalian as ever ' trod 
in two shoes.' " " I doubt it, arid feel it to 
be my duty as a minister of the church to 
warn you. You are doing a great injury to 
the church here" I simply replied, that as 
yet, I had never called my man master; that 
I had been a union man over forty years ? 
11 
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and it seemed rather queer to me, that by 
uniting with other Christians to pray for 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, I should 
hurt any one. Not long after this interview 
this same minister was heralded in the sec- 
ular press, as being at a "trout supper," at 
a public house on Saturday evening. (The 
probability is, that there was perfect union, 
as regarded the quality of the "trout" and 
wine.) There might be more danger to the 
church in mingling with the world at a feast 
than by uniting with God's people in prayer 
for the Holy Spirit to descend upon Zion. 
It seems that after our Lord's ascension, 
there were some prayer meetings held by 
the apostles, brethren and sisters. "These 
all continued with one accord in prayer and 
supplication, with the women and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and with the brethren." 
(Acts i. and ii.) Have we not good reason 
to believe that one of the first "acts of the 
apostles," after the ascension of our Lord, 
was to establish prayer meetings ? In James, 
second chapter, we read, "Yea, a man may 
say, thou hast faith and I have works : show 
me thy faith without thy works, and I will 
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show thee my faith by my works." "Thou 
believest that there is one God; thou doest 
well: the devils also believe and tremble." 
"But wilt thou know, O vain man, that 
faith without works is dead." Will not the 
same rule apply to those who "boast" so 
much about the only true "apostolic suc- 
cession?" In order to show their consist- 
ency, are they not bound to certify their 
faith by conforming to all the sayings and 
acts of the apostles ? let there be no half- 
way work ; take the whole succession, and 
show by your actions, that you have the 
spirit and the zeal of the apostles of our 
Lord and Saviour, and then you may claim 
the promise, "Lo I am with you alway 
even unto the end of the world." 

What is wanted among the disciples of 
Christ (ministers included,) is this one ac- 
cord; and as nothing short of the influences 
of the Holy Spirit, applying divine truth to 
the mind, can break up the "fallow ground" 
upon which so many rest, (and this is by no 
mecms confined to the Episcopal church,*) and 
as " God is more willing to give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask, than earthly parents 
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are to give good gifts to their children," 
how vastly important it is that all who love 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, should 
earnestly pray that the spirit of union, of 
fellowship and communion among Christians 
may increase more and more throughout the 
world. " God is light, and in Him is no 
darkness at all. If we say that we have fel- 
lowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we 
lie, and do not the truth. But if we walk 
in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanseth us from all sin/' " He that 
saith he is in the light, and hateth hi& 
brother, is in darkness even until now." 

How full of love are the epistles of John I 
May those who are opposed to " Christian 
unity," come to the light, "even if their 
deeds should be reproved." When the 
" sainted " Milnor preached a " funeral ser- 
mon " on the death of the beloved Bishop 
Moore, he said, " I believe that the concilia- 
tory course pursued by the bishop during 
his lifetime, had won over to the Episcopal 
church hundreds, (we might say thousands,) 
while the exclusive cowrse pursued by some,. 
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prevented accessions to the church." What 
diocese stands higher than Virginia in re- 
gard to " Christian unity ? " The gospel of 
Jesus Christ is a free gospel. Those who 
embrace it in meekness, faith and love, and 
live it, are freemen in the true sense of the 
word. The epistles are addressed " to all 
the faithful in Christ Jesus," and what right 
has mortal man to erect a barrier not war- 
ranted by the word of God ? Article six of 
our church forbids it. With what consist- 
ency can any one say, " I believe in the Holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints," 
and then give over to the "uncovenanted 
mercies of God," all who do not belong to 
the Episcopal church ? If all had the spirit 
expressed by a child referred to in "English 
Hearts and English Hands," page 270, "I 
think any body wants but three things in 
this life : the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to make him holy, and the love of God to 
make him happy, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost, that he may always be in good 
company ; " there would be less disposition 
to cry, " The temple of the Lord, the temple 
of the Lord," or as in later days, "The 
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Church, the Church, the only true and 
apostolical Church." It seems that the say- 
ing of this little girl was related to a poor 
prisoner. "Then," said he, "I'll ask for 
all that is in this narrow place, and shan't 
feel lonely; and I did ask, and how I've loved 
my Bible and praying!" May there be 
more prayer, more deep searching of the 
word of God, more praise and thanksgivings 
more effort, and then the " union cloud," 
which is now "no bigger than a man's 
hand," will spread and increase, until the 
Lord's prayer, "Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven," 
shall be answered. " Behold, how good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity! It is like the precious 
ointment upon the head, that ran down 
upon the beard, even Aaron's beard : that 
went down to the skirts of his garments ; as 
the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that 
descended upon the mountains of Zion ; for 
there the Lord commanded the blessings 
even life for evermore." Psalm cxxxiii. 
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HI. Daily Union Prater Meetings. 

"To THE loving servants op Christ." 

"Such should all be who bear His name. 
It is with a sense of our own deficiency in 
love and service, no less keen than our desire 
for your and our increased devotion and 
usefulness, that we now address you. 

We do it in the capacity of a Convention, 
from many branches of the Christian Church, 
now in session in the city of New York. It 
was called by Christians of various names 
here, to meet in connection with the second 
Anniversary of the Fulton Street Daily 
Prayer Meeting. 

The history of that and similar meetings 
is in part known to you, as it is throughout 
Evangelical Christendom. Many of us from 
different parts of this and other lands, have 
now learned new facts in those histories, and 
have had new impressions of the prayer- 
hearing grace of God, as illustrated by the 
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requests and answers, which have marked 
those two years of daily supplication. Prom 
the widest extremes of our own land, from 
the Pacific to the Atlantic coast; from Ire- 
land and other parts of Europe ; and even 
from Asia and Africa, fresh testimony has 
been borne to us the past week, by eye wit- 
nesses and heart witnesses, of the power of 
prayer; and of the special answers to united 
and persevering petitions, where the primi- 
tive Daily Service op Prayer has been re- 
established ; and we can not, we dare not 
separate, after a Convocation of the deep- 
est interest, without earnestly requesting 
our brethren, of every name and in every 
station, in the One Church of Our Blessed 
Redeemer, to avail themselves, in their 
various cities and villages, of this instru- 
mentality. 

Judging from what we have now heard, 
and from what many of us have before 
seen and felt, we are persuaded, that the 
Daily Prayer Meeting wherever maintained, 
though the numbers in attendance be small, 
will be highly useful ; and in the following 
ways : 
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1. It will bring the various members of 
Christ's body to a better knowledge and 
warmer love of each other ; and will thus 
tend to the fulfillment of His desire and 
prayer for their unity, and to His glory in 
their fruitfulness. 

2. It will increase their knowledge of two 
classes of facts; the one, showing the de- 
mands of duty in their respective fields of 
Christian labor; the other, magnifying to 
their view the power and grace of God, 
which can make such labor effectual. 

3. It will afford an occasion, for the young 
and timid disciple, to open his lips in prayer 
and exhortation ; and will thus greatly in- 
crease the number of active assistants in 
social worship. 

4. It will furnish a place, to which the 
careless can be daily invited ; where the 
awakened can ask for prayers ; and where 
the humble penitent may express, and thus 
confirm his purpose to serve the Lord. 

5. It will give Christian disciples a daily 
respite from the cares and temptations of 
busy life; fortify their hearts against the 
assaults of the Adversary ; and tend to the 
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inscribing of "Holiness to the Lord," on 
all the habitations and business of men. 

6. It will place the Church of Christ in 
that posture of united daily supplication, in 
which her ascending Saviour left her, wait- 
ing for the promised Spirit, and in which 
the day of Pentecost found her, rejoicing 
in His glorious advent; the same posture 
of "Extraordinary agreement in Prayer," 
which preceded and attended the "Great 
Awakening" in the Eighteenth century, and 
the greater, and we hope more permanent, 
Bevival in the Nineteenth. 

Brethren and friends! We all profess to 
be the friends of Him, the Lord of glory, 
who is not ashamed to call us brethren. 
How ought we to love one another! How 
ought we to labor in building up His king- 
dom! How ought we to love the souls for 
which He died, and to stove to win them to 
His love, and to their own eternal salvation! 
We firmly believe, not without evidence 
from the past, that the general observance 
of an hour in each secular day, for united 
and fervent prayer, would in these ways, 
among others, promote these results in the 
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hearts and lives of Christ's people ; that it 
would increase their love and their labor of 
love ; while it would secure for that labor 
success, which comes only from above. 

Thus believing, we make no apology for 
pressing this subject upon your attention, 
as involving one answer from God's Spirit 
and Providence, to that question, rising 
from the hearts to the lips of an earnest 
loving disciple: "Lord what wilt Thou have 
me to do?" 

Your brethren in Christ, in Convention 
assembled." 

"Cooper Institute, 
New York, Sept. 26, 1859." 

Note. I trust that the "loving disciples of Christ" 
will acknowledge that the whole church need more 
entire consecration to the service of God, therefore I 
urge upon each a prayerful study of the card on the 
following page. 
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CONSECRATION. 

My Heart shall be the Temple of CHRIST. 

1 Cor. iii. 16-17. 
My Will shall be the Servant of CHRIST. 

Math. xvi. 24. 

My Conscience shall be a Witness for 

CHRIST. 1 Thess. ii. 10. 

My Memory shall be a Store-House full of 

CHRIST. John xiv. 26. 

My Character shall be a Mirror of 

CHRIST. 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

I will give up All for CHRIST; seek All 

in CHRIST ; Luke xviii. 20-30. 

Consecrate All to CHRIST; seek to be 

Cleansed 1 John i. 7. 

From All Sin by the Blood of CHRIST; 

2 Cor. vii. 1. 
Will be Crucified with CHRIST unto Sin; 

Gal. ii. 20. 
Will Live by the Faith of CHRIST unto 
Holiness, Rom. vi. 23. 

That the End may be Everlasting Life. 

Rom. vi. 22. 

Name 

BUSINESS MEN OP THE PULTON STREET PRATER MEETING* 
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